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President’s Message: 
 

Greetings Caledonians!  As your new 

president and a fairly new member of 

the Caledonian Club I, along with my 

wife, are looking forward to getting to 

know all of you better as we go forward 

with our functions in the coming year. 

The new board and I are excited about 

making this year a very productive and 

enjoyable one. 

 

Our first function we will participating in is the Memorial Day 

ceremony in Arcadia on May 29th. We will be laying a wreath at 

the memorial in commemoration of the British, Welch and 

Scottish cadet pilots who during training in Arcadia and lost 

their lives. We hope you will be able to attend. After the 

ceremony, we will gather at Mary Margaret’s Tea Room in 

Arcadia for lunch.  

 

Plans are in motion for our 5:30 Summer Socials. Dates are 

planned for June, July and September. The first one is June 15th 

at TJ Carnies.  These get-togethers are fun times and also a way 

to get to know each other better. 

 

I would like to encourage anyone who has ideas on additional 

functions and improvements in our currently scheduled ones to 

contact me or any board member.  The is the only way we can 

improve as a club. 

 

Since we got a little late start on membership renewals, 

encouraging all of you to please send in your membership 

renewal if you have not already done so.  It is the lifeblood of 

our organization! I look forward to a fun and exciting year with 

hopefully all of you joining in the fun.     Regards, Frank  

  

July/August  2017 

  

January 2013 

 

BOARD 
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President:  Frank 
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Coming up Memorial Day in Arcadia 

Members of the Caledonian Club have been invited to attend and 

participate in the 61st annual Memorial Day Observance in 

Arcadia, Florida on May 29th for the 23 British cadets killed 

during their training there as they prepared to engage in World 

War II. As in the past, the Caledonian Club will assist in providing 

a piper (jointly with the Saint Andrew Society) and lay a wreath at 

one of the gravesites. The grave-side memorial will be at 10 a.m. at 

the British Plot at the Oak Ridge Cemetery in Arcadia. This is the 

61st anniversary of this memorial to the young Brit flyers and is 

presented by the Rotary Club of Arcadia, chaired by Judy 

Kirkpatrick. Following the service, Caledonian Club members will 

have lunch together at Mary Margaret’s Tea Room in Arcadia.  

 

 

“Piper in the Park” Has Been Warmly Received 

Over 130 years, some acknowledge that memories can grow dim! 

So, just to remind folks in the Sarasota area that they are living in a 

Scottish “town” – first settled by 65 anxious Scots seeking 

“paradise” (relief from the harsh Scottish winters) - the Caledonian 

Club in the fall of 2016, created “Piper in the Park”. 

Beginning last October, 2016, each Sunday evening at sunset in 

Bayfront Park, across from Marina Jacks downtown, Scottish 

pipers, in full dress, brought the evening (and week) to a close, by 

playing “Amazing Grace”.  

 During the 29 performances that followed, ending the last Sunday 

in April, the program expanded to include a parade from O’Leary’s 

Restaurant on the south end of the island, to the “Sister Cities 

Walk”, where the piper(s) would perform a brief 10-minute 

concert, then go the last 100-feet to the Dolphin Fountain for 

“Amazing Grace”. 

The “parade” was led by a member of the Club, waving either the “Saltire” (national flag of 

Scotland, the first known national flag in the world, fashioned in 849 A.D.) or the Lion Rampant, 

which has flown daily above Holyrood Abbey and Palace in Edinburgh since the year 1128.  

Second in line is the piper and trailing is a member of the Club, busy passing out the “Piper in 

the Park” information card, detailing Sarasota’s and the Club’s Scottish history. 
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It was estimated that as many as 30-50 of Sarasota’s residents and visitors filled the park for this 

event joining the parade and “following the Piper” to the concert and sunset each Sunday, 

snapping pictures on their I-Phones to send to the Caledonian website. 

Three individual pipers and six pipe bands participated, including:  

Peter Fyfe, Robert Thierfelder, Kevin Wiegand,  

Blue Skye Pipes and Drums, Lion Rampant Pipe Band 

Loch Ness Pipers, Riverview H.S. Pipe Band,  

Sarasota Military Academy Pipe Band, and the Shriners Pipe Band 

Nine members of the Club serving as “leaders” and “trailers” included President Robert Howard, 

Bill Dalgarno, Janice Iversen, Ken Junkins, Frank MacIntire, Mary Ellen McMahon, Paul and 

Caryn Johnson and Bill Wallace. 

The attractive, inviting Piper in the Park information card was produced by member Sioux 

Hurley. 

It is anticipated the Club will provide “Piper in the Park” again during 2017-18.  
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Meet Your New Board for 2017-2018 

Frank MacIntire - President 

Frank has only just become interested in his Scottish background in 

the past few years. His great grandfather emigrated from Scotland to 

Philadelphia. He is a 3rd generation MacIntire and my son is the 4th. 

With all of my 9 grandsons, the name will certainly carry on. A dairy 

farmer for 23 years, I have been involved in many activities. I met my 

wife Mary Ellen McMahon ballroom dancing in 1995 and we have 

found ourselves “chairing” the Caledonian Thistle Ball for the past 2 

years. He met the Wallace’s at the Van Wezel Theater, where we 

were ushers. It was through the Wallaces that Bill became interested 

in joining the club.  His hobby is bird carving. 
    

 Sue Eltonhead – Vice President 

Sue is a long-time member of the Caledonian Club. She is 

originally from Kansas City where she and her husband ran their 

own business.  She now lives in Osprey and addition to being a 

Caledonian she is also a member of the St. Andrews Society.  We 

are happy to welcome her back for a reprisal of her last stint as the 

vice president of The Caledonian Club. 

S 

S 

 

Janice Iversen - Secretary 

Janice Iversen is our new secretary. Janice lives in Nokomis 

where she moved after moving from the San Francisco Bay area 

where she worked for many years for Apple and Altera as 

exec/stock administrator.  One of her two daughters lives outside 

Edinburgh and the other in Northern CA. Her grandfather came 

from Jedburgh, Scotland.  Interests are travel, art classes and 

volunteer activities. She is looking forward to another year 

serving on our board and the many activities of the Caledonian 

Club. 
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  Diane Kemp -Treasurer 

Diane has been involved with the Caledonian Club for over 20 

years. Her late husband was a native Scot and past president of the 

club. Diane has chaired various events, including Hogmanay 

celebrations and Frugal Nites. 

Her educational background is in economics and accounting, with 

her degree from the University of Michigan. She has lived in 

Florida for over 30 years, originally from Michigan. 

Diane has traveled extensively in Scotland and can provide advice 

on where to go and what to see while there.  

Bill Wallace – Membership Director 

A mid westerner (Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri), Bill spent three 

years in industry with Hallmark Cards, 10 years in higher 

education raising funds for Culver-Stockton College and Drake 

University, and 40 years in the financial services Industry.  The 

Wallaces have lived in Sarasota for 43 years, active in Scottish 

activities here since 1979, co-founder and past president (couple 

of times) of the Caledonian Club, assisted in creating the 

Dunfermline, Scotland twinning with the Sister Cities 

Association of Sarasota in 2002, and was recipient of the 

National Tartan Award, presented in the nation’s capital by the 

Scottish Coalition USA in April, 2012. 

 

Bill Dalgarno - Director 

Bill was Born in Aberdeen Scotland, first emigrating to Toronto 

Canada, then moved to Brooklyn New York where he lived in 

Babylon Village for more than 30 years before finally moving to 

Bradenton in 2004.  Was a Supervisor in the Railroad industry 

and an International Vice President in the supervisors Union 

He is also extremely active in the Masonic Fraternity and Eastern 

Star, The New World Celts and the Special Olympics for more 

than fifty years. 
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Al McIlraith - Director 

 Al McIlraith a long-time Caledonian Club member returns to duty for 

another year.  Both Al and his wife Phyllis have previously served the 

as presidents of our Caledonian Club and have hosted many club 

events. Originally from Ontario, Canada, they have traveled the world 

as Al was a Canadian Air Force Pilot.  We are glad they chose 

Sarasota as their place to retire. Al has also been active with other 

local Scottish organizations.  In particular, he has served as a long-

time member and numerous years as president of the Scottish Heritage 

Society which is responsible for The Sarasota Highland games.  We 

are grateful for his continued service 

 

Peg Tonn - Director 

Peg Tonn's Grandmother on her father's side was from Dundee and Peg 

was born in McKeesport, PA. She married a German and raised her 

children in the Germanic way so now, she is wanting to learn more 

about her Scottish roots. She retired from American Airlines after 28 

years and has also worked in the banking industry recently as an 

administrative assistant for her financial advisor. With her husband, 

Bernard, they spent many years in the US Virgin Islands and owned a 

Chrysler dealership there. They have three grown children. Pat met 

Phyllis Mcllraith at church and was encouraged to join the club. 

 

 

 

Alice Flint - Director 

Alice is of Scottish descent through her great, great grandmother, 

Christine Hall. Alice, formerly from Upstate, New York is a retired 

English teacher and librarian and a former board member and Vice 

President of the Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie. Alice plays golf 

and is an avid bridge player. After attending several club events with 
her good friends the McIlraiths, Alice decided to become involved 

in our fun organization. She originally moved to Sarasota with her 
late husband in 2004. She has worked as a teacher and librarian and 

now enjoys playing golf and bridge. 
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Caryn Johnson - Director 

Caryn Johnson and her husband, Paul, moved to South Venice in 

May of 2015 from Cincinnati, where they were very active in the 

Caledonian Society there. She is a singer who plays many 

instruments and enjoys various arts and crafts, Caryn was a member 

of the May Festival Chorus. This is a chorus of 145 professionally 

trained singers, comprising the core artistic element of the Cincinnati 

May Festival and the official chorus of the Cincinnati Symphony and 

Pops Orchestra. Paul’s parents retired to Venice many years ago and 

after visiting them and other friends in St. Petersburg on many 

occasions, they decided on Venice as their permanent home. Paul’s 

5th Great Grandfather, William Lawson, was transported to the United States after The Battle of 

Culloden 

 

Summer Social Schedule Set 

Please save the dates below on your calendars RIGHT NOW! 

For the third consecutive summer, the Caledonian Club is planning casual  

“5:30 Summer Socials” in Venice (South), Sarasota (Central) and Bradenton (North), giving 

members, old and new, an opportunity to become better acquainted. 

The socials will begin at 5:30 with a cocktail hour (cash bar) and then all who wish to can stay 

on for dinner. 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS BEHIND THE “5:30 NAME? 

• The number 5 influences change, making 

choices and decisions, expansion, and 

opportunity 

• The number 3 resonates skills, talents, 

expression communication, enthusiasm, 

and growth 

• The zero represents the beginning of a 

journey, magnifying the numbers around it 

Change, expansion, talent, communication, 

enthusiasm, growth – a journey – all 

characteristics of the Caledonian Club of Florida 

West. 

And, besides all that, it’s the time on the clock 

when the party starts. 

 

 

 

          Summer Social Schedule 

June 15 – South: T.J. Carney’s in 

Venice  

Chairs: Frank MacIntire and Mary 

Ellen McMahon  

July 13 – North: Truman’s on 

Highway 70 (east of Interstate 75) 

  

Chairs: Caroline David and Pam 

Frederickson 

August 17 – Central: Meadows Pub 

Chairs:  Shona and Bob Burtner 

 

https://caledonianclub.org/


 

 

https://caledonianclub.org  9 

 

The Summer Socials are intended to let our members and prospective members mix and mingle 

to get to know each other in a very casual atmosphere, without the formalities of a typical 

Caledonian event. 

 

Sarasota First Brass Honors McIlraiths at Concert   

For their contributions to the furtherance of Sarasota’s being a Scottish 

community and their efforts to advance all area Scottish activities, longtime 

members of the Caledonian Club, Allan and Phyllis McIlraith, were honored 

by the First Brass of Sarasota in its April concert at St. Andrew United Church 

of Christ in Sarasota.  

The McIlraiths had been previously 

honored by the Scottish Heritage Society, 

sponsor of the annual Sarasota Scottish 

Games, for their leadership and effort in 

making the Games a success. 

Both Phyllis and Allan are previous 

presidents of the Caledonian Club of 

Florida West and have served as hosts for 

many Caledonian Club events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members - Welcome our New Glaswegians! 

The Ferrier’s: Paul, Marianne and their three-competitive bagpiping bairns (children) 

are the newest members of the Caledonian Club. 

Born and raised in Glasgow, Mom and Dad made the big move from Scotland to 

Florida in 1999 and own local manufacturing company, Gator Cases, which makes 

traveling cases for musical instruments (single and many). 

Because the kids, Lewis, Anna and Clare compete regularly in piping competitions, 

the family can be frequently found at the many Scottish Games held each year in the 

southeast.   
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Thistle Ball 

The theme of the 31st Anniversary of the Thistle Ball was “Thistles and 

Heather”. It was held at the Palm Aire Country Club in Sarasota, FL on 

March 25, 2017 

 

This year’s gala was well attended and the celebrators were entertained 

and danced to the great music of Daniel Fugazzotto. 

 

The Caledonian Club’s Award for Excellence was presented to our longtime member and native 

Scot, George Graydon. 

 

The 2017 Thistle Ball Committee did an outstanding job and worked tirelessly to make this ball 

an enormous success. 

 

The committee: Pat Borland – special kudos for putting the invitations, and programs together 

for printing; Ellie Stoll for her enormous energy in getting the raffle items; Phyllis McIlraith for 

opening her home for all of us to meet and her putting the RSVP’s in order; Caryn and Paul 

Johnson for creating the beautiful center pieces (Paul for providing lunch for Frank and me); Sue 

Eltonhead and her daughter Laura for the decorating of the invitations. Shona Burtner; Pat 

Finnegan; Diane Kemp; Walda Taylor were instrumental in the success of the ball.  You are all 

so incredible.  

 

Again, thanks to all who made this such a fun evening. 

Frank and Mary Ellen 

 

 
 

NAME BADGES ARE AVAILABLE 

Name Badges are available to our members. They are attractively 

designed, purple in color and logo in white.  They are made by an 

engraving company in Sarasota.  If you would like to order a name badge, 

please send payment of $10.00 to our Membership Director: Bill Wallace, 

4683 Willow Wood Circle, Sarasota 34241.  

Please specify pin or magnet. 
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Having a Ball at the Ball 
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Sivaks Host New Member Tea 

A series of very fascinating backgrounds emerged at the 

Caledonian Club’s traditional New Member Tea, hosted by 

Vivienne and Larry Sivak in their lovely home on April 8th.  

This longtime tradition of the Club, meant to bring together new 

members who had joined our merry band in the previous 12 

months, was a tradition started by members Robert and Terry 

Neuss in 1991 in their home on Siesta Key – giving “newbies” 

the opportunity to get to know each other on a more personal, intimate basis.  Although Robert 

and Terry are now gone, Terry’s lovely tea cup collection lives on as she donated it to us.  It 

continues to give newcomers pleasure to have tea served in her beautiful cups. It is nice to know 

that she is still with us in spirit. 

During the tea, each is asked to briefly relate their backgrounds and what prompted them to 

become members of the Club.  “Velly Intellesting!” 

In attendance, this year were Andy and Lynda McMillan, Arlene and Allen Smith, Dick and Liz 

Thompson, John and Terri Tumlin and committee members Dr. Mary Thompson, Shona Burtner, 

Diane Kemp, Janice Iversen, Bill Wallace, and of course, the Sivaks.  
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Annual General Meeting 

THANK YOU to all who attended the Annual General Meeting on April 29th at Stoneybrook 

Golf and Country Club.  Those who couldn't make it missed a delicious lunch, an entertaining 

slide show of our year's events, prepared by Mary Thompson, and the usual fabulous raffle by 

Miss Ellie.   An added bonus was the gift of a nice container of big fat juicy blueberries for all of 

us to take home thanks to Sue Eltonhead.  What a treat.  Special thanks to everyone who helped 

on the day of the event. 

 

AGM Committee:  Shona Burtner, Ellie Stoll, Walda Taylor and Mary Thompson 

      

https://caledonianclub.org/


 

 

https://caledonianclub.org  14 

 

   

        

   

FLOWERS OF THE FOREST 

 

Claire Mercereau, one of the earliest of members of the Caledonian Club 

passed away January 26, 2017 in Venice, Florida.  She and her deceased 

husband Donald joined the Club in 1987, served in key leadership roles and 

on several occasions hosted the Annual General Meeting in May at the 

Venice Yacht Club.   

For many years, the Mercereaus were “Keepers of the Tartans”, building a 

home for our ever-increasing collection of family tartans (now over 50).  A 

Celebration of Life will be held at the Venice Yacht Club on June 20, 2017 

from 2-4 p.m. 
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News from your Webmaster 

Firstly, I wanted to let you know that we are having some difficulties with 

the website and are working on it. The software for the site is continually 

receiving updates in order to provide proper security and efficiency. The 

last update has affected our directory and login procedures. You can still 

view the public portion of the site, but not the “members only” and 

“directory” which is password protected.  Hopefully this will be remedied 

soon. When we have everything up and running you will be receiving new 

instructions regarding your passwords to access the restricted portions of 

the site.  I know this is a nuisance, but it is due to the new features added to keep our private 

information more secure.   

The website contains many goodies in addition to what is on the home page. These include News 

Items and The Thistle newsletters, general information regarding our club, board members, our 

Sister Cities affiliation, a bit of Scottish Sarasota history, our foundation and more. Also, there is 

a page of useful links, news regarding upcoming and past events (often with some fun photos), 

links to our Facebook page and Blog.  

 

I COULD USE YOU HELP TO KEEP THE WEBSITE GOING 

1. Publicity and Press Releases: Please let me know if you find any articles in local 

newspapers that Mary or regarding the Caledonian Club I may have missed so I can let 

members know about them and link them to our website. 

 

2. The Facebook Page   Anyone can post on the Facebook Page. All fun Scottish items and 

links you find as well as information relating to the club and its activities are welcome 

(this includes comments and photos relating to past and upcoming activities). The only 

requirement is that you read and follow the “House Rules” posted at the top of the page.  

Also, your posts will go to my “in box” for review before I release them to the page so 

you may not see your posts right away. Your posts go in the right-hand column under 

visitor posts. You can access the Facebook Page through the link at the bottom right of 

the home page on our website, you can like us from your Facebook Page, or you can use 

a search engine.  The page also has its own email which you can click on. It is near the 

top on the left if you would like to contact me privately.  If there are any members who 

do not want their photos posted please let me know. For your information, as a 

security precaution, I never add names to photos on the Facebook Page (one of the 

reasons I check visitor posts before releasing them).  Also, if you have photos and 

comments you would like to post and to not want to do it yourself, you can send them to 

me and I will post them for you. We need members to make comments and posts to the 

page because it presents us as an active club. Google and other search engines rank our 

page according to the amount of activity the page attracts.  This rank affects the order in 

which pages are displayed when using search engines to get information. 
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3. The Blog:  With all my responsibilities with the newsletter and the rest of the website, I 

have temporarily put the blog on hiatus. There are some good articles already posted 

including, a genealogy section, a bit about what our club does (including the sponsorship 

of the sheep herding demonstrations at the Highland Games), the beginning of a series on 

the tartans owned by the club, stories about Scottish holidays and the story of the 

memorial placed in downtown Sarasota to commemorate the landing of the arrival of first 

Scottish immigrants. I would like to get the blog going again as it not only promotes 

Scottish history and culture, but also an active blog has a positive effect on our search 

engine ratings. I am currently looking for people to write articles for the blog. I could 

definitely use someone or several people, to continue the series on the club tartans.  I 

have the list of those that we own.  I will be putting something up regarding the piper in 

the park that we started this past year.  If any of you have researched your Scottish 

ancestors, I would welcome your stories and interesting finds. I will also accept other bits 

on Scottish history and culture as well as Scottish myths and legends. You can contact me 

and I will help you learn how to post your material or you can just send them to me and I 

will post them (giving you credit, of course). If you do not want to be obligated to a 

regular spot on the blog that is fine.  If I could just have one story from each of you 

throughout the year, I would be ecstatic. Contact me at email nan19tid@gmail.com.  
 
4. As soon as the members only section and directory are repaired and restored, I will be 

contacting you regarding the changes in login procedures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

CALEDONIAN 

FOUNDATION MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer:  David Laws 

Trustees:  Bill Wallace, Dr. Richard 

Baise, Dr. Edward Hamilton, John 

Mitchell, James Ainsley, and Doug 

Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  Robert Howard 

 

SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors:  Bill Wallace and 

Barbara Driscoll 

Membership: Bill Wallace 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster:  

Nancy Tidrick 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions:  Dr. Richard 

Baise 

Public Relations and Marketing:  

Mary Thompson 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Committee Members:  Jean Wallace, 

Dr. Edward Hamilton, and Joanne 

Anastasia 
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