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President’s Message 

 
Greetings Caledonians,  

    

2017 has been a fast-paced year the Scots of 

Sarasota. The Highland Games were a great 

success and our Frugal Nite was great fun. 

 

In regards to upcoming events; The Royal Scottish 

Orchestra will be appearing at The Van Wezel Theater the 

15th and16th of March. Once again, we will have our 

Thistle Ball and this year it is scheduled for on March 25th. 

The Whiskey Obsession Festival of Sarasota will run 

from March 29th thru April 2. The kirk'n of the Tartan 

is April 2nd with National Tartan Day soon after on April 

6th. On April 8th, we will have our new member tea and our 

Annual General Meeting on May 8th. 

  

Our annual Memorial Day Service in Arcadia for the 

British, Welsh, and Scottish cadet pilots of WWII 

occurs May 29th. Please mark your calendars for this 

special and solemn event. 

 

The Piper in the Park at Bayfront Park continues 

each Sunday at Sunset until the end of April. It has been a 

great success and a good way to share our city's Scottish 

Heritage.  

 

To all members old and new, participating in an event, being on a committee, meeting other 

members at socials or members’ tea, will enhance your life with new friendships, talents, & 

abilities that you can share with others. The club newsletter The Thistle will keep you informed 

of the Club's activities & locations. May we all look forward to a Happy & prosperous Year. 

Thank you to all the members & committees who make this such a grand club.             

Robert Howard, President 
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THE THISTLE BALL IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN 

We are all looking forward to Saturday March 25, 2017!  The thirty-

first annual Thistle Ball will be held at the Palm Aire Country Club.  

One of the many highlights of the upcoming Thistle Ball on March 25 

will be the special presentation of the Caledonian Club’s Award for 

Excellence to longtime member and native Scot, George Graydon. 

George’s award, according to Caledonian Club President Robert 

Howard, “is as much for bravery, patriotism, and perseverance as it is 

for “excellence” although George was an outstanding seaman from the 

age of 15, when he first joined the British Merchant Navy as a 

deckhand, until the end of World War II when, in 1946, he completed 

his service as Chief Officer”. 

George’s real story is that of undergoing the constant death threat of torpedoes, bombs and 

bullets from the German navy and Luftwaffe as his ship continuously plied the frigid, ice-coated 

waters of the Artic and Atlantic Oceans and the North Sea, delivering food and supplies to 

Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) over the years’ time that Russian city was under siege by the 

German army during WWII. 

George was honored with the Ushakov Medal from Russian Premier Vladimir Putin, presented at 

the Russian Embassy in Washington, D.C. in 2014 and was recently presented with a most 

unusual new tartan (as he and several of the crew of his ship, the “Zamalek” were Scots) - the 

“Russian Arctic Convoy” tartan, honoring those who braved those waters and weapons of death 

to keep the besieged citizens of Leningrad alive for that extended period of time. 

George celebrated his 95th birthday in 2016.  Come toast George Graydon at the Caledonian 

Club’s 31st annual Thistle Ball March 25.   

 

FUN AT THE HIGHLAND GAMES 

Thank you to Alice Flint who dragged herself out of her sick bed to set up the Caledonian Club 

tables at the Highland Games and then sat in the background wrapped in a blanket while all our 

wonderful volunteers made sure all ran smoothly. President Robert Howard helped set up and 

was around and about all day.  

Nancy Tidrick spent hours at our table greeting all visitors. Jean Wallace whose husband Bill 

joined her later and Bob Kradowska and Kathy also helped. Mary Thompson stayed the whole 

day helping any way she could. Several others stopped by after completing their other 

assignments. 

A couple of visitors came into the tent. One was an adorable Scottie dog wearing her little kilt 

and tam. She posed while Mary took her picture. Another visitor who sat and chatted with the 

volunteers was city of Sarasota mayor, Willie Charles Shaw, who was wearing a Sarasota tartan 
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necktie given to him by Sister Cities of Sarasota. She wants to thank all who participated in the 

parade led by President Robert Howard, Paul Johnson, and Nancy Tidrick. 

    

Here we are all ready for the day 
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As in past years The Caledonian Club was a proud sponsor of the sheep 

herding demonstrations.  The demonstrations were provided by Stuart 

Ballantyne and Lucy Skipwith Lilien of Craigmalloch Border Collies. See 

them in action in the photo above. 

 

 

FRUGAL NITE HIGH JINKS 

Frugal Night was held on January 16th at the lovely Southgate Community Center. 

Entertainment, although inexpensive (might I say “Frugal”), was great fun. Bill Wallace led the 

cast of characters as follows in a Scottish version of “What’s My Line”. 

                                                                   

Sean Connery played by Bill Dalgarno            The Queen Mother’s alias was Edith Edmonds 

                                                             

Manning Edmonds played Jay Leno                       Jean Wallace was Mary Queen of Scots 

                                                        

          Mary Ellen McMahon                    And the only contestant to stump the group was Frank  

        was Bonnie Prince Charlie                           MacIntire with Alexander Hamilton 
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Special thanks to Paul Johnson, our chef extraordinaire and his lovely wife Caryn who was our 

chanteuse. Rounding out the list of able helpers were Al and Phyllis McIlraith, Robert Howard, 

Bob Burtner, Ellie Stoll, Alice Flint, Nancy Ebersole, Pat Finegan, Linda Mercurio, Dick 

Thompson and my brother and his significant other, Sharon and my friend Bill.  

 

KIRKIN’ OF THE TARTAN 

The annual Kirkin’ Of the Tartans which was to be held on Sunday April 2, 

2017 is postponed until this fall.  

 Actual tartan day celebrations are customarily held on April 6th (the 

anniversary of the declaration of Arborth).  More information on this event can 

be found in the blog on our website.    

 This is the annual, historic celebration of the blessing of the tartans 

which, following their defeat at the hands of the English at the infamous Battle 

of Culloden, Scots were forbidden to wear or to show their family plaids in public.   

So, a quietly circulated notice of a particular Sunday, they would carefully tuck a piece of 

the tartan under their coats, and bring it to the Sunday Service to be blest – and remind the Scots 

that, though under the tyranny of the English, they were still truly Scots! 

 All members are invited to participate in Scottish attire or regular dress for the occasion 

and will sit together during the service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME BADGES 

Name Badges are available to our members. They are attractively designed, purple in color 

and logo in white.  They are made by an engraving company in Sarasota.  If you would like 

to order a name badge, please send payment of $10.00 to our Treasurer: Robert 

Kradoska, 821 Simpson Falls Court, Sarasota, FL 34243 

Please specify pin or magnet. 

 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Committee Members:  Jean Wallace, Dr. Edward Hamilton, 

and Joanne Anastasia 
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VIVIENNE AND LARRY SIVAK TO HOST ANNUAL NEW 

MEMBER TEA 

This special tea is held annually for new members who joined the Caledonian Club this past year 

will be held at the home of Vivienne and Larry Sivak the afternoon of Saturday, April 8, from 2-

4 p.m. 

 

The New Member Tea is an annual event, especially for those who 

have joined our merry band over the past year and gives our new 

members the opportunity to become better acquainted and enjoy the 

company of others who have joined during that period. 

Each new member will be receiving a personal invitation, but this 

‘wee’ notice will give you a “heads up” for your calendars. 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Please introduce yourselves to these new members at the Thistle Ball, March 25, and 

welcome them to the Caledonian Club Scottish Adventure. 

The focus of the Caledonian Club’s “You’re Living in a Scottish City” (actually now a Scottish 

area) has apparently aroused a significant number of those interested in Scottish history, culture 

and the contributions to America and Sarasota made by Scots over the past almost 250 years - to 

join our merry band. 

In the last Thistle, you were introduced to 13 new members.  This issue, we introduce you to 

almost twice that number of additional new members. More will be published in our May/June 

Newsletter. 

Let’s begin …. 
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SAMUEL “PRESTON” ADAMS III, a semi-retired Washingtonian (D.C.) holds membership in 

the National Society Sons of the American Revolution, Order of Founders and Patriots of 

America, General Society of the War of 1812, as well as the St. Andrew Society.  His 17th great-

grandfather, Sir George Preston (1366-1424) began construction of Craigmuir Castle, residence 

of Mary, Queen of Scots ((1566). 

DANIIEL & PATRICIA (Brary) CAFFREY, retired from New York City, says ‘keeping track of 

the grandkids” is their major hobby but specifically they like to support groups that promote 

pride in their heritage – we’ll drink to that!  They saw our ad in “Friends of the Selby Library”. 

JOEL & JEANNE DAVIES, he from Toronto, Ontario; she a Michigander enjoy boating, travel, 

history and genealogy and are members of a model yacht club. 

Jeannie is also a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR).  We’re delighted 

to have them back after a short absence. 

BERNADETTE ADAMS DUNCAN, a Midwesterner from Chicago – having lived in Sarasota 

since 1943 (my, what she has seen!) and recently attended the Grand Reunion of Sarasota High 

School.  Her primary interest is in genealogy. 

LARRY FULLERTON & MAPLE CERVO, share key interests in golf, swimming, reading and 

travel.  Larry hails from Massachusetts; Maple from Cobleskill, New York. 

JOHN & KATHRYN GLYNN of Glynstewart.  Both are Midwesterners (Kansas and Illinois).  

John is a retired U.S. naval officer, later serving in federal law enforcement and the Department 

of Homeland Security.  An historical author, he’s written books/articles on early American 

history and heroes and is himself, a descendant of a signer of our Declaration of Independence, 

who traces his lineage to King Robert the Bruce.  Kathryn too is an author and member of the 

DAR.   

RACHEL HAINES, born is Pittsburgh, Pa. is a descendant of Clan Arbuthnot. Now retired, she 

is a former Chamber of Commerce executive director who spent 40 years in the Virgin Islands 

prior to relocating to Venice (Fl. that is), as family lives in this area.  A member of Sarasota 

Authors, Pet Partners, Suncoast Humane Society, Rotary and Heifer Int’l., she enjoys “pet-

partnering”, writing and travel. 

KENNETH & KATHLEEN JUNKINS are geographic “opposites”, he a Sarasota native - she 

born in Minneapolis, Minnesota!  Early retired, both are “principals” at “The Players Center” 

(theater), with obvious interests in theatre, painting, travel glasswork and genealogy.  Family is 

BIG (5 sons, 7 grandchildren, 2 greats), with Scottish ancestry dating to 1390.  Ken presides over 

the Junkins Family Assn.  

JAN LUNGMUS is another Chicagoan and former owner there of Kenilworth Travel.  Her 

Scottish grandparents migrated to the U.S. and her grandfather’s brother was a three-time winner 

of the original Canadian piping competition. At age 3, Jan began Highland dancing lessons.  She 

volunteers at the Women’s Exchange and enjoys theatre, music and travel. 

ANDY & LYNDA McMILLAN were born in the UK; Andy in Strathaven, Lanarkshire, 

Scotland and Lynda in Swansea, Wales.  There, they owned A.D. McMillan Ltd, a “business 
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turnaround” company.  They favor music (jazz, piano), sailing, sports – light (golf) and heavy 

(rugby, cricket and American football).  Add “shopping and Cordon Blue cooking and, as they 

stated, “We’re Celts!” 

RAYMOND & MARALYN MORRISSEY are also from the UK; Morecambe, Lancashire, 

England and the famed Morecambe Bay. Now retired, they enjoy sailing and Maralyn is a 

quilter. 

ARLENE & ALLEN SMITH immigrated to the U.S. and Connecticut in 1991.  Arlene came 

from Dundee, Scotland; Allen from Edmonton, Alberta Canada.  Arlene is a realtor with Green 

Lion Realty.  Allen belongs to the Masonic Lodge, Shriners and Emerald Society and both are 

active playing pickleball, tennis, biking, working out at the gym and he’s into football 

(American).  

BARBARA & ROBERT THIERFELDER are a Caledonian mother-son duo from New Jersey.  

Barbara is a 1st generation Scot (her mother being born in Aberdeen of the clan Gordon).  She 

paints in watercolor and is also a golfer.  Robert, the 2nd generation Scot (as expected) is a biker-

hiker, owns a personalized travel vacation firm, and is a longtime bagpiper, now a scheduled 

piper in the Club’s “Piper in the Park” program.    

GEORGE RICHARD (DICK) & ELIZABETH THOMPSON came to us from St. Clair, MI.  

Both now retired, Dick is a former executive with a Michigan salt company and is a 

woodworker, writer, painter and photographer.  “Liz” was an RN with Detroit Edison.  She 

enjoys painting and is an avid reader.  Dick wears the MacNichol tartan; Liz the Gibson.  Each 

has held key positions in the St. Andrew Society and Dick and new member Jeanne Davies are 

brother and sister.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors:  Bill Wallace, Robert 

Howard, and Barbara Driscoll 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster:  Nancy 

Tidrick 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Media Coordinator:  Pat Borland 

https://caledonianclub.org/


 

 

https://caledonianclub.org  9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

A WEE BIT OF SCOTTISH HUMOR 
 
An Scottish father's First Drink With His Son . . ..this may bring a wee tear to your eyes! 

I was reading an article last night about fathers and sons, and memories came flooding back of 

the time 

I took my son out for his first drink.  Off we went to our local bar, which is only two blocks from 

the house.  

   

I got him a Belhaven.  He didn't like it – so I drank it.  

   

Then I got him a McEwan's Export, he didn't like it either, so I drank it.  

   

It was the same with the Tartan Ale and the  Drafty Kilt Ale. 

   

By the time we got down to the Glenfiddich whiskey . . .  
   
I could hardly push the stroller back home.  

WATCH FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS 

Just a reminder, the next two months are among the busiest in the 2017 

Caledonian Club Calendar, so plan to get your reservations in early . . . 

March 25     31st Anniversary Thistle Ball 

The Kirkin’ is postponed until the fall 

April 8  New Member Tea 

April 29  Annual General Meeting/Election of                                        

  Officers               

 And, of course, Piper in the Park each Sunday 

evening through April 30th at Bayfront Park (across 

from Marina Jacks)       
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