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President’s Message 

 
The first nine months of our 30

th
 Anniversary Year have been 

eventful and delightful; filled with occasions which have 

enabled our membership to become better acquainted with each 

other, increase their knowledge of Scottish history and culture 

and tune in on the effort of the Club as it continues to be the 

“go to” organization when area organizations want to feature 

something “Scottish”. 

Since July, we have had three Summer Socials (Meet “N 

Greets), lovely Heritage and Christmas Luncheons, the Scottish 

Games in January and our fun-filled “Frugal Nite” last week – 

and - in January and February the Sarasota community was 

invited to the Club’s two showings of the “Great Estates of 

Scotland”–  Inverary Castle and Dumfries House, with 75-100 

in attendance at each. 

But, it seems, we’ve just begun.  As you know, the Club is the 

sponsor of Sarasota’s Sister-City relationship with 

Dunfermline, Scotland.  During March, the sister city director 

from Dunfermline, Roz Graham, has been with us for meetings 

and events and will be attending the March 6 “One World” 

luncheon of the Sister City Association of Sarasota, and event 

that will honor the Sarasota Circus Conservatory co-founders 

Pedro Reis and Dolly Jacobs and chaired by Caledonian Pauline 

Mitchell. 

Coming still in March will be one of two of our “New Member 

Teas”, the first on the 12
th

, hosted by Phyllis and Al McIlraith. 

On March 16, our third showing of the “Great Estates. . .” this one featuring Kincardine Castle in 

beautiful Aberdeenshire at 3 pm at will be presented at the Selby Library. 

If not enough, April is brimful with our annual “Thistle Ball” April 2, honoring Sarasota 

historian Jeff LaHurd, the “Kirkin’ (blessing) of the Tartans” at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church 

on April 10.  
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A second New Member Tea will be held on April 16th at the McIlraiths and the fourth and final 

“Great Estates” film at Selby Library will be shown on the 20th, spotlighting Rosslyn Chapel and 

its surrounding intrigue of the “Holy Grail” and the Knights Templar! 

I’m exhausted just writing about it, but wonderful Caledonian Club committee members makes it 

all possible.  We are looking forward to seeing all of you at these important upcoming 

Caledonian events.    Yours Aye, Bill 

Highlights of Frugal Nite Fun (“Scottish-American Idol”) 

A rousing, energetic Frugal Nite, themed by high-level competition among participants – 

American members singing Scottish tunes and native Scots harmonizing on American songs – 

was enjoyed by more than 100 members and guests as they kicked off the 30
th

 Anniversary 

Frugal Nite, February 22. 

The judging panel comprised of world-famed vocalists Bert Mitchell, Ellie Stoll and Ron Slorach 

experienced great difficulty in naming winners as the competition was so keen. 

In the absence of the Haggis (out of season at the time) Robert Howard, the master of ceremonies 

provided an innovative substitute with his “Address to the Chicklis” (Gaelic word for chicken?). 

This eloquent address was preceded by a luscious chicken dinner. Dinner was capped off with a 

special dessert of scones and jam, donated by members Kathy Wilson and Lionel Cohen owners 

of the British Corner Shop on Gulf Gate Drive in Sarasota. 

The Evening’s Competitors and their Songs Included: 

 Eileen Rowett-Brons/Diane Kemp The Glory of Love 

 Caryn Johnson               Flower of Scotland 

 Nick/Jean Catsakis   You Are My Sunshine 

 Joe Glasgow    I Belong to Glasgow 

 Bob Burtner/Manning Edmonds Your Cheating Heart 

 Kevin McGuire/Chuck Hanner Ye Cannae Throw Your Granny Off the Bus 

 Bill Wallace    Side By Side (a parody) 

Caryn Johnson concluded the evening’s “formal” entertainment with a hilarious Irish ditty. 

 

       

                              Nick and Jean                                             Da Cowboyz – Bob and Manning 
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                    Chuck Hanner                            Piping in the “Chicklis”                                  Robert 

    

             
                    The Winners – Caryn and Bill                                         Grant and Gillian 

Save the Date for The Thirtieth Anniversary Thistle Ball! 

The Thirtieth Anniversary Thistle Ball will be held on April 2, 2016 at 

the Venice Golf and River Club.  Mary Ellen McMahon and Frank 

MacIntire will chair very special event. Come join us for a festive 

evening of dinner and dancing.  Also, we will be presenting: “The 

Caledonian Award” to Jeff La Hurd.  Invitations have been sent. For 

further information contact Frank and Mary Ellen (phone: 941-888-

2412, email: memfem@comcast.net) or check the events page on the 

website. 

Honoring Jeff La Hurd at the Thistle Ball 

Local Sarasota author-historian, Jeff La Hurd, will be honored at The 30
th

 

Anniversary “Thistle Ball,” April 2
nd

 at the Venetian Golf and River Club. 

La Hurd has heralded the 65 brave Scots from Glasgow, Scotland who 

first settled Sarasota 130 years ago, platting the city, clearing land 

eastward and laying out arguably the first golf course in America, in his 

book, “Sarasota, A History”. 
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La Hurd, who holds both undergraduate and master’s degrees from the University of South 

Florida, is a prolific author, writing of many historical aspects of Sarasota.  He has written 15 

books on the area and his articles have been featured in numerous publications. 

A video La Hurd wrote, “Sarasota: Landmarks of the Past” received the award for “Outstanding 

Contribution to Preservation in the Field of Communication” from the Florida Trust for Historic 

Preservation and has been shown on the History Channel.  A current “History Specialist” for 

Sarasota County, La Hurd has served on the boards of the Sarasota Alliance for Historic 

Preservation, the Sarasota Historical Society, the Sarasota County Blood Bank and Downtown 

Kiwanis Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors:  Bill Wallace, Robert 
Howard and Pauline Mitchell 

Custodian of the Tartans:  Pauline 
Mitchell 

Membership:  Sioux Faragher-Hurley 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster:  Nancy 
Tidrick 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions:  Dr. Richard Baise 

CALEDONIAN 

FOUNDATION 

MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline 
Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer:  
David Laws 

Trustees:  Bill Wallace, Dr. 
Richard Baise, Dr. Edward 
Hamilton, John Mitchell, 
James Ainsley, and Doug 
Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  Allan 
McIlraith 

 

THISTLE BALL IMPORTANT REMINDER REGARDING RESERVATIONS! 

The Venice Golf and River Club REQUIRES that all reservations for this event be 

submitted to them by March 18th 
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McIlraiths Are Honored at the 2016 Highland Games  

Special recognition was accorded to Caledonian past presidents, Phyllis and Allan McIlraith, at 

the January 30th Sarasota Scottish Games by the Scottish Heritage Society of Sarasota, Inc., for 

their exceptional effort in behalf of the Games. 

From the podium at the opening ceremony, Master of Ceremonies Nairn Gillet asked the 

McIlraiths to step forward to receive a well-deserved honor, a plaque inscribed . . . 

          “The Scottish Heritage Society of Sarasota Thanks and Recognizes  

Al and Phyllis McIlraith for their Compassion and Devotion to all  

things Scottish and their Unending Support to the Scottish Highland  

Games and Celtic Festival”.  

The Caledonian Club extends its warmest congratulations to longtime members Al and Phyllis!   

   

 

Club Members Host International Guests 

More than 30 Rotarian guests and their spouses from 11 countries visited Sarasota recently, 

staying with local area Rotarians, including Caledonians Bob and Norma Johnston. 

They were part of the Sarasota Bay Rotary Club’s “Cy Bispham DGE Home Stay Program”, in 

which international guests stay for a week to experience the Sarasota area.   

While here the group toured key highlights of Sarasota, including the Ringling and South Florida 

museums, extensive shopping (of course) and culminated their visit with a banquet at Michaels 

on East, where the guests wore their native dress. Countries represented included India, Turkey, 

England, South Africa, Canada, Norway, Croatia, Sweden, Finland and Sri Lanka. 
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News from the Caledonian Club Book Committee 

The Library Acquisitions Committee of the Caledonian Club has 

added 42 new volumes to its endowed collection at the Selby Library 

in Sarasota.  New acquisitions now include talking books, e-books, 

films, etc. While previously reporting “volumes”, now the collection 

is more diversified and available in more modern formats.  

In 1999, discovering relatively few volumes on Scotland in the main library of Sarasota, a city 

first settled by Scots 115 years prior, Caledonian Club members, giving through its Foundation, 

created an endowment of $25,000.  The annual income from this endowment would go to 

purchasing Scottish editions and materials to the library’s collection, known as The Caledonian 

Club Endowed Scottish Collection at Selby Library.  Each book or “material” donated to the 

library is identified with a label, indicating it is “Presented to the Selby Library by The 

Caledonian Club of Florida West.”  

The Caledonian Club Endowed Collection has now well over 1,000 volumes (materials) 

including works of Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, Arthur Conan Doyle 

and many contemporary authors. 

Among the 42 recent additions are: “The Scots, a Genetic Journey,”  “For Freedom Alone: The 

Declaration of Arbroath 1320”, “You Have to be Careful in the Land of the Free” and “Tracing 

Your Scottish Family History” plus several children’s books including “Hamish and the Hairy 

Haggis”, “An Illustrated Treasury of Scottish Folk and Fairy Tales” and “The Wind in the 

Willows”.  

The original endowment of $25,000 has been managed by the Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County and at year-end 2015, had a value of over $36,000.  Five percent annually may 

be used for “material” additions to the Collection.  The committee strongly encourages 

member suggestions for additions to the Collection. 

The acquisitions Committee meets several times during the year and is chaired by Dr. G. Richard 

Baise.   Committee members are Joanne Anastasia, Dr. Edward Hamilton and Jean Wallace.  The 

committee is wishing to add two additional members to the committee.  Interested? Please 

contact rjbaise@verizon.net.  

 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Committee Members:  Jean Wallace, Dr. Edward 
Hamilton, and Joanne Anastasia 
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Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans 

The annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans will be hosted this year by 

Pines Shores Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 10 at 9:45 

a.m. 

While appearing to be an event first observed in Scottish history 

during the Act of Proscription in 1746 (Scots weren’t allowed 

to wear or exhibit their family plaids for approximately 30 

years) it actually was first observed in America by the Rev. 

Peter Marshall, a Presbyterian minister in Washington, D.C. and chaplain to the U.S. Senate, in 

1941, during World War II. 

Pipers, Trumpeters and members of both the Caledonian Club of Florida West and the St. 

Andrew Society will participate.  Pine Shores Presbyterian Church is located at 6135 Beachwood 

Avenue in Sarasota.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME BADGES 

Name Badges are available to 
our members. They are 

attractively designed, purple in 
color and logo in white.  They are 
made by an engraving company 
in Sarasota.  If you would like to 
order a name badge, please send 

payment of $10.00 to our 
Treasurer, Bob Kradoska, 8216 
Simpson Falls Court, Sarasota, 

Florida 34243  

Please specify pin or magnet. 

 

ALL ABOUT HAGGIS 

According to the Encyclopedia 

Britannica, “Haggis is a national dish 

of Scotland. A haggis is actually a large 

spherical sausage made of the liver,  

heart, and lungs of a sheep, all chopped 

and mixed with beef or mutton suet and 

oatmeal and seasoned with onion, 

cayenne pepper, and other spices. The 

mixture is packed into a sheep’s stomach 

and boiled. Haggis is usually 

accompanied by turnips and mashed 

potatoes; Scotch whisky is customarily 

drunk with it.” 
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President’s Message 

 
The St. Andrew Society of Sarasota and Burns Club of St. Andrew hosted 132 at the Burns 

Supper. CAPT. Carl and Mary Lou Morris were the chairpersons of the event and did an 

outstanding job planning the evening.   

 

Guests were offered a taste of whiskey and Scotch Eggs 

and after the singing of "Flower of Scotland", Andrew 

Gardner gave a rousing "Address to a Haggis" and the 

party was on! 

 

After tasty haggis and a delicious meal May Crawley, 

Honorary President of the Robert Burns World 

Federation, offered greetings from the Federation.  John 

Canning gave a thoughtful and entertaining Immortal 

Memory Address.  J. J. Smith provided Scottish ballads. 

Dr. Ed and Roberta Hamilton toasted the Lassies and 

Lads.  The Sarasota Scottish Country Dancers presented 3 dances and led the crowd in Ceilidh 

dancing.   We joined hands to sing Auld Lang Syne and headed home vowing to attend the 2017 

Burns Supper.  

 

The raffle of the Threads of Scotland tartan quilt was popular and financially successful. The 

winners were so delighted that they had it blessed at their church the next morning. 

 

The St Andrew Scottish Society will present five $1,000 

scholarships in 2016.  The Scholarship Evaluation 

Committee includes Ellie Stoll, Marilyn Blausten, 

Michael Wilcox, Linda Prowten, and Bert Mitchell.  

 

We have wanted to hold a scholarship awards 

presentation ceremony, and this year it is going to 

happen on April 10. 

 

The scholarship winners will be presented their award at 

the Scholarship Awards Ceremony at 11:30 AM on April 

10 immediately following the Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans 

service at Pineshores Presbyterian Church.  We will be 

fully dressed ready for the Awards Ceremony.  The meal 

will be a $35 sit-down luncheon at Mattison’s 41, 7275 

ST. ANDREW SOCIETY NEWS 
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Tamiami Trail South.  The awards ceremony will replace the fall Tartan Luncheon.  Put the date 

on the calendar and send your check/reservation right away to Linda Prowten, 5186 Cote du 

Rhone Way, Sarasota FL 34238.  Join in the celebration and be a charter member of the first 

Annual St Andrew Society Scholarship Presentation Ceremony. 
 

Musing with the Chaplain 
 

William McGonagall made his living primarily by selling sheets of poetry on the street.  The 

only period when he had a decent income was the Edinburgh years when the first of his books 

was published.  To supplement this still meager income he performed skits, did one man 

theatrical presentations and even worked in a circus. 

 

To this day no one knows whether his fractured verse was intended as satire but there is an 

emerging consensus that he simply was a lousy poet, but popular as a comic figure.  He 

concentrated on rhyme and in his early years the meter was often missing and phrases were of 

indefinite length.  His critics even said he overworked word pairs that rhymed as, for example, if 

he mentioned the queen she was either somewhere green or dressed that way.  Surprisingly, after 

his death, even more of his poems from a newspaper column he wrote, were published in two 

more volumes, called “Poetic Gems” and they are still in print today 

 

Our boy Billy admired our Bobbie Burns.  One of his gems celebrated Burns.  Here are but three 

verses: 

 Immortal Robert Burns of Ayr, 

 There’s but few poets can with you compare; 

 Some of your poems and songs are very fine: 

 To “Mary in Heaven” is most sublime; 

 And then again in your  “Cottar’s Saturday Night,” 

Your genius there does shine most bright 

 As pure as the dewdrops of night. 

 

Your “Tam o’Shanter” is very fine, 

Both funny, racy and divine, 

 From John o’ Groats to Dumfries 

All critics consider it to be a masterpiece, 

 And, also, you have said the same, 

 Therefore they are not to blame. 

………. 

Immortal Bard of Ayr!  I must conclude my muse 

 To speak in praise of thee does not refuse, 

 For you were a mighty poet, few could with you compare, 

 And also an honour to Scotland, for your genius is rare. 

 

Let us pray:  O God in heaven, we give you thanks for the various talents we may possess.  Only 

you know whose will leave a lasting impression on your people.  If all the world is a stage, as 

Shakespeare says, then let us each one claim our moment on it to bring laughter and outright fun 

to a world that sorely needs it.  Amen                                         God bless, Dick Thompson 
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New Board for the St. Andrew Society 
 

The St. Andrew Society of Sarasota Held the Annual General Meeting on February 4, 2016 to 

elect the 2016 Board and conduct business.  The new Board  members are: Bert Mitchell, 

President; Michael Wolfe, Vice President; Elizabeth Thompson, Secretary; Anne Wolfe 

Treasurer; Tom Thompson, Trustee; Carl Morris, Trustee; Sharon Ray Trustee; Marilyn Blausten 

Trustee; and Wilcox, Past President. 

Scholarship Presentation Luncheon 

Save the Date – Sunday April 10, 2016 following the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

9:45 – KIRKIN’ AT PINESHORES PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

11:30 - SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION LUNCHEON AT MATTISON’S 

12:00 - LUNCH IS SERVED 

1:00 - INTRODUCTION OF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

MATTISON’S 41 RESTRAUNT is located at: 

7275 Tamiami Trail South – MEAL COST is $35 Per Person 

Deadline- Tuesday, APRIL 6 (earlier is best) 

This is a change.  The Spring Scholarship Presentation replaces the fall Tartan Luncheon.  

The Presentation will recognize and congratulate five St Andrew Society Scholarship winners.  

Each winner will speak. 

Why change?  In May of previous years, a Society member would present a certificate to each 

winner during his/her High School Awards ceremony. This presentation was always brief, a hand 

shake, a few congratulatory remarks with no opportunity for a photo.  Over the summer, the 

winners leave for University and we usually do not see them again.  This Spring Presentation 

allows SASS donors/members to meet and hear our winners- these bright, ambitious, young 

people who share our Scottish heritage.   

The luncheon is arranged to follow the 9:45 Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans combining two celebratory 

events on a Sunday when we will “be dressed for the occasions!”  

As this will be our primary Fund Raising Event to continue our mission of awarding 

scholarships, we invite Scholarship Fund Donations at this time for 2017.  For more information 

please contact the co-chairs of this event: Bert Mitchell or Linda Prowten.  
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