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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Speaking more Gaelic (a bheil Gaidhlig 

agajbhi)  

Greetings (ciamar a tha sibh) 

Caledonians  

 

As your current President my goal this 

year is increase the visibility of the club 

and the presence of the Scottish 

influence in our Scottish founded city. 

 

I have enrolled several past presidents, enthusiastic members, 

city committees, the parks department of Sarasota County, 

multiple organizations that are Scottish to make our Scottish 

Heritage known. This will be an opportunity for membership to 

participate in these new upcoming events that will be 

announced in the future Thistle. 

 

We salute the good health (slante mhath ) of 30 years of the 

Caledonian Club in Sarasota.  

 

Our membership chairperson Sioux Hurley and a dozen other 

members including myself and my 2 children (ma wee barians ) 

are going to Scotland (Alba) the first 2 weeks in August.  

Please (mas e bhue taile) wish us a good journey (turas math 

dhuibh ). 

 

We look forward to sharing our trip with you at the next social. 

Thank you (Moran taing), 

I love you (Tha goal agam ort ), 

Goodbye (mar sin leibh ) for now. 

                                                                                                             

   Robert Leslie Howard 

 

The Thistle  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING CLOSES OUT CLUB’S 30
th

 

ANNIVERSARY 

 It might have been titled “New and Renewed” as tributes were paid to the many 

Caledonians who made the Club’s 30
th

 anniversary so memorable. 

 In highlighting the past year, outgoing president Bill Wallace did a quick review of our 

year’s events, lauding those who served on the executive group – Vice President Shona Burtner, 

Secretary Janice Iversen, Treasurer Robert Kradoska and Past President Allan McIlraith, as well 

as those who chaired the “knockout” regular (or renewed) events focused on the Club’s Scottish 

heritage, including: 

 Walda Taylor, Chair, Scottish Heritage Luncheon (October) 

 Shona Burtner, Chair, Christmas Luncheon - held jointly with the St. Andrew Society of 

Sarasota (December) 

 Manning Edmonds, Chair, Scottish Games (February) 

 Diane Kemp, Chair, Frugal Nite (March) 

 Mary Ellen McMahon and Frank MacIntire, Co-Chairs. Thistle Ball (April)   

 Bert Mitchell, Dr. Michael Wolfe, Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans Committee (April)               

 Al McIlraith and Dr. Wolfe, Tartan Day Proclamation Presenters (April) 

 Ellie Stoll, Chair, the Annual General Meeting and our “Raffle Rascal” who, with 

colleague Joanne Anastasia,  created our  “every-event raffles” which have added 

immeasurably to the Club’s treasury (May) 

Bill called special attention to the stellar work of Sioux Hurley, Membership Director, who 

reported the club had grown to 130 members, or more than a 16% increase; to the skill of Nan 

Tidrick, Editor of the bi-monthly Thistle Newsletter and Manager of the Club’s Website 

(caledonianclub.org), and to the creativity of Dr. Mary Thompson, who annually prepares the 

Club’s “year in review” on film, and of course to Al McIlraith, the official Club photographer. 

Marketing, public relations and “partnering” were new emphases during the Anniversary Year.  

In partnership with Selby Library, the Club presented for the public, four films in a monthly 

series, spotlighting the “Greatest Estates of Scotland”.   They were offered in January through 

April, with total attendance estimated at up to 400 members of the Sarasota community.  The 

“estates” featured Inveraray Castle, Dumfries House, Kincardine Castle and Rosslyn Chapel.    

He added special thanks to the McIlraiths, Robert Howard, Pat Finnegen, David, Laws, Nan 

Tidrick, Manning and Edie Edmonds, Shona and Bob Burtner, Barbara Driscoll, Mary 

Kregenow, Paulette Blackwood-Shea, Kathy Ewing and Sioux Hurley for their assistance in 

putting on the “Greatest Estates” films.         

Through the special efforts of new member and Media Coordinator, Pat Borland, the entire series 

of the “Greatest Estates” were announced in the Herald-Tribune’s “Best Bets” on the day of (and 

day before) their showings, and, for the first time, the Club advertised in the “Observer”, the 

weekly “Ticket” of the Herald Tribune and the quarterly newsletter of the Friends of the Selby 

Library – and – today, as this is written, the Club was featured pictorially in the Herald Tribune’s                

“Snapshot” section, as the County’s proclamation was presented in Venice, Fl.  
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Another “first” (or new effort) of the Club, was its initial awarding of the “Caledonian Club 

Award for Excellence” which was presented to Jeff LaHurd, renowned Sarasota historian, at the 

sold out “Thistle Ball” at the Venetian Golf and River Club. 

An additional “new” for the Club was the initiation of three “Summer Socials” replacing the 

traditional summer picnic.  These were informal “Meet and Greets” – an opportunity for casual 

socializing among our new and old members. 

A final “first” (well, first in 15 years) will be a tour of Scotland, sponsored by the Club and 

directed by member and travel agent, Sioux Hurley, this coming August.  

Always a special event is our annual “New-Member Tea” chaired by Sioux Hurley and hosted by 

Phyllis and Al McIlraith in their lovely home.  This year, because of the large number of new 

members, the “Mc’s” hosted two teas! 

Other “partners” of The Club who attended Caledonian events, as we attended theirs, were the 

Sarasota British Club, the Gulf Coast Welsh Society and the Sarasota Swiss Club. 

Of course, what is a Scottish event without a piper, and the 30
th

 Anniversary Year, and all of its 

events, featured the piping of Master Piper Kevin Wiegand and his “red hot” senior pipers and 

Gary Reinstrom. 

Bill reminded the crowd that “it takes an entire “village” to put on such an exciting year” and he 

extended his great appreciation to all who attended and especially all the “villagers” who worked 

to make the 30
th

 Anniversary so special.  
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CALEDONIANS HONOR FALLEN BRITISH FLYERS  

Memorial Day, May 30, 2016 marked the 60
th

 anniversary of memorial services held in 

Arcadia, Florida, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Arcadia, honoring the 23 British 

cadets who died while in flight training in that area during World War 11. 

It has been a long-standing tradition, marked by the attendance of members of both the 

Caledonian Club of Florida West and Saint Andrew Society of Sarasota, to provide a piper for 

the occasion and to lay appropriate wreaths at the gravesites in Arcadia’s Oak Ridge Cemetery.  

The Caledonian Club wreath was presented by Al McIlraith, past Caledonian president and 

former Wing Commander in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Among the fifteen members of the Caledonian Club in attendance were: Bob and Rose 

Antrim, newly-elected president Robert Howard, Janice Iversen, Diane Kemp, Frank MacIntire, 

Mary Ellen McMahon, Al and Phyllis McIlraith, Bert Mitchell and Linda Prowten, Chuck and 

Dottie Peterson and Jean and Bill Wallace. Following the ceremony, the Caledonians enjoyed 

lunch together at Beckham’s in Sarasota.            
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TEA CUPS FROM TERRY NEUSS 

Always generous in supporting the Club and Scottish 

events in the greater Sarasota area, Terry Neuss, longtime 

members and host of our annual New Member Tea who 

passed away last fall, has left her lovely tea set to the 

Caledonian Club. 

The set comprises more than 25 beautiful floral-designed 

cups and saucers, tea pots (large and small), cream pitchers 

and sugar bowls and a tea-leaf strainer. 

A longtime member of the Caledonian Club, Terry first started hosting the New Member Tea 

more than 25 years ago in her home on Siesta Key and continued the tradition when she later 

moved to the mainland at Deer Creek. 

THE CLUB SUMMER SOCIALS ARE UNDERWAY 

Scottish and traditional fare, along with convivial, sometimes raucous, conversation and fun 

were featured at the first two of the three planned 2016 Summer Socials, attended by some 75 

Caledonians and potential new members.  

The first was held in June at Beckham’s in Sarasota; the second at T. J. Carney’s in Venice. 

The three “5:30 Social” gatherings began during the Club’s 30
th

 anniversary summer of 2015 and 

are intended to give our members, old and new, the opportunity to get to know each other in a 

casual, “meet and greet” atmosphere. 
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     What’s Behind the “5:30” Name? 

The #5 influences change, making choices and decisions, expansion, opportunity 

The #3 resonates skills, talents, expression, communication, enthusiasm, growth 

The #0 represents the beginning of a journey, magnifying the numbers around it 

Change, expansion, talent, communication, enthusiasm, growth – all characteristics of the 

Caledonian Club of Florida West. 

 And, besides all that, it’s the time on the clock that the party starts!   

 

CALEDONIAN CLUB MEMBER CELEBRATES 95
th

 BIRTHDAY 

The year was 1921, the site was Edinburgh, Scotland, the event was 

the birth of George Lindsay Graydon, for many years a member and 

supporter of the Caledonian Club, who will celebrate his 95
th

 birthday 

Sunday, July 31, 2016. 

George’s 95 years have been anything but ordinary - indeed, a book 

“Peril At Sea” highlights the danger endured and the thrills enjoyed by 

this seafaring “youngster, who at 95 possesses a handshake and 

greeting of a 20-year-old! 

Members will recall a 2014 Thistle story at the time that George traversed to Washington D.C. to 

be honored and awarded the prestigious Ushakov Medal* at ceremonies at the Russian Embassy.    

At the behest of Premier Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation, the 20 remaining (at that 

time) members of the British Merchant Navy were cited for their bravery under vicious Arctic 

Ocean weather conditions and the scrutiny and bombings of the German Luftwaffe, as they 

delivered food, clothing and wartime equipment to Russia and specifically Stalingrad – while it 

was under siege and surrounded for almost a year by the German army. 

You’ll experience George’s warm smile and firm handshake at all Caledonian events.  Happy 

Birthday George! 

*The Ushakov Medal is named for Admiral Fyodor Ushakov, an 18
th

 century Russian naval 

hero. 

 

 

 

 

NAME BADGES 

Name Badges are available to our members. They are attractively designed, purple in color and 

logo in white.  They are made by an engraving company in Sarasota.  If you would like to order a 

name badge, please send payment of $10.00 to our Treasurer Bob Kradoska, 8216 Simpson Falls 

Court, Sarasota, Florida, 34243        Please specify pin or magnet 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE HERITAGE LUNCH  

Our first event of the season is the annual Heritage Luncheon.  This year it 

will be held Sunday, October 23 at River Strand Country Club.  A 

delicious lunch will be served followed by our speaker, Jeff LaHurd.  

Recipient of the initial Caledonian Club Award for Excellence, Jeff will 

talk about the history of the Scottish Colony who arrived in our area in 

1885, covering their story in their own words through 1910. Local 

author/historian Jeff has lived in Sarasota since 1950 and has written 12 

books about the history of our community plus numerous articles which 

have been widely published.  A video he wrote, Sarasota: Landmarks of the Past won the award 

for Outstanding Contribution to Preservation in the field of Communication from the Florida 

Trust for Historic Preservation and was shown on the History Channel.  As well as being 

knowledgeable about the local area, Jeff is also a very witty speaker and his talks are funny and 

informative. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active Caledonian Calendar Sprouts Many New Members 

The excellent work of Membership Director Sioux Hurley shepherded 18- plus new members 

into our ranks during that extraordinary period.  

If you haven’t met them yet  . . . New Caledonian Club members joining us during our 30
th

 

anniversary year just ended, actually outnumber the 17 events sponsored by the Club this past 

year, with the newest member, VIRGINIA ANDERSON, adding her name at the first 2016-17 

Summer Social June 23
rd

.  VIRGINIA, a native Floridian and Sarasota, traces her Scottish 

ancestry back through her grandfather; her mother’s family being English.   She was attracted to 

the Club after viewing in April the “Great Estates of Scotland” finale on Rosslyn Chapel. 

DUNCAN PAUL (SOUPY) CAMPBELL AND LIZ are natives of Ontario, Canada and avid 

golfers who have been winter residents of Sarasota for over 30 years.  He has met the Duke of 

Argyle (head of the Campbell Clan) on several occasions.  When reminded the Campbells killed 

off all the McDonalds in ravaging Glencoe, he replied, “We didn’t kill them all, we left enough 

of them to put a restaurant on every corner!”  Ask PAUL about his rather unusual hobby. 

BILL DELGARNO grew up in Aberdeen, Scotland and was a member of the Royal Air Force 

there when it was heavily bombed by the German Luftwaffe in WW ll.  Prior to arriving in 

Sarasota, he lived in Canada and New York.  His partner, WILDA MEIER’s Scottish roots 

come from her mother, who was a Ross, and has Irish ancestry going all the way back to the 

“Plantations”.   Experiencing fun at our Frugal Nite drew them to the Club.  

JANICE LANDAUER’s ancestors (McLaughlins) arrived in America in the 1700s and were the 

founding fathers of the city of Monroe, Michigan.  Born in Detroit, she has spent the past 40-plus 

years in real estate, here and in Michigan, still finding time to be involved in the Artist Series 

Concerts in Sarasota and other groups.  Member Barbara Driscoll interested JANICE in the Club. 
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KEITH AND SHEENA MARTIN were both born in Scotland; he in Ayr and she in 

Kilwinning.   Keith is a retired accountant and Sheena (whose name in Gaelic is “Jean”) is a 

retired teacher.  Gracing the Sarasota area four months of the year, their Scottish home is in 

Troon. 

COLETTE PENN hails from Illinois and also traces her Scottish heritage through a grandfather.  

Through many travels with her late husband Derrick, she came to appreciate the cultures of both 

England and Scotland.  Professionally, Colette was an elementary teacher, reading specialist, 

teacher of the gifted and curriculum developer.  While in Nigeria, she was asked to join a team 

from UNESCO which was developing a teacher’s training college, for which she wrote much of 

the curriculum and lectured on modern teaching methods.  That Nigerian college is now 

affiliated with the University of Cambridge.  A “Great Estates” film drew her to the Club. 

THERESE AND RAYMOND PILOT Having grown up in Ulster, Therese was schooled in all 

things Scottish, studied and still speaks Gaelic.  Her mother was descended from one of the early 

settlers of Ulster, dating back to 1605.  Her husband Raymond is a native of Curepipe on the 

island nation of Mauritius and they met when she was working in Zambia for the British 

Government.  In the ‘60’s, they moved to Clearwater where Raymond became Director of 

Pathology at Largo Medical Center – then, upon retirement, they moved a bit further south to 

Sarasota.    Therese first learned of the Club when attending a viewing of the “Great Estates” this 

spring. 

MAGGIE ROMANES, a former member, has rejoined our merry band following a hiatus after 

the passing of her late husband Jack, who before retiring and coming to Sarasota, was publisher 

of the daily newspaper in Dunfermline, Scotland – Sarasota’s 5
th

 Sister City, which is sponsored 

by the Caledonian Club.  MAGGIE is from Nottingham, England and has special interests in the 

Sarasota Opera and Orchestra. 

PAULINE BLACKWOOD-SHEA is a recent arrival from Scotland who was actually born in a 

Scottish castle, which is now a part of the University of Stirling – from which, as a student, she 

has been awarded First Class Honors degrees in French and History.  She met husband CLAY 

while both were exploring French language at a school in Chambery, France.  Both however 

decided to follow the law - he as an attorney; she as former police officer and magistrate. 

PEG AND BERNARD TONN   Dundee, Scotland holds claim to the Scottish roots of Pat, from 

where her paternal grandmother resided, although Pat was born in McKeesport, PA. She worked 

for American Airlines for 28 years before retiring and becoming an assistant to a financial 

advisor.  Pat’s husband Bernard, owned a Chrysler dealership in the Virgin Islands for many 

years and they have three grown children.  Pat met Phyllis McIlraith at church and, as is said, 

“the rest is history.” 

MICHAEL AND KIM WARD   Michael’s rich Scottish background include the names: Boyd, 

Maxwell, Burnett, and MacCubbin. His American roots date back to 1750 when his Scottish 

ancestors landed in Maryland, finally settling in Kentucky where Michael was born.  Although 

holding a Masters Degree in criminology, he has spent the past 33 years in the real estate 

industry.  Kim’s background is both English and Irish. Having studied Criminal Justice, she 

worked in the Ohio judicial system for several years, but today is employed by the State of 
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Florida managing the Venice office of the Career Source Workforce.  They are also members of 

the St. Andrew Society and the New World Celts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALEDONIAN MEMBERS ARE OFF TO THE LAND OF HAGGIS AND 

SCOTCH 

The Caledonian Club’s  30
th

 Anniversary” Tour of Scotland” is underway, as 14 hearty members 

embark for a two-week tour of beautiful, historical Scotland. 

Under the direction of Sioux Hurley, Caledonian Membership Director and professional travel 

agent, the group will see Scotland from the highlands to the low, where they’ll search for Nessie 

on Loch Ness, Ride Harry Potter’s “Hogwarts Express,” Sip a few (hundred?) drams of Scotch 

while enjoying a lovely Scottish evening of singing and story-telling and visit the castles, 

battlefields and monuments that define Scotland’s vivid history. 

Members off to magical Scotland include Robert Howard and his two bairns (children), Leslie 

and Maxwell, Chuck and Pat Borland, Sue Eltonhead and her daughter Laura, Pat Finnegan, Paul 

and Caryn Johnson, Frank MacIntire and Mary Ellen McMahon, and Jim Hurley, Sioux’s 

husband.  . . .  Bon Voyage All, we’ll expect lots of stories upon your return! 

 

 

SPECIAL 

CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors:  Bill Wallace, 
Robert Howard, Barbara 

Driscoll and Pauline 
Mitchell 

Custodian of the Tartans:  
Pauline Mitchell 

Membership:  Sioux 
Faragher-Hurley 

Newsletter 
Editor/Webmaster:  Nancy 
Tidrick 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean 
Wallace 

Book Acquisitions:  Dr. 
Richard Baise 

 

CALEDONIAN FOUNDATION 

MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline Mitchell 

Vice President:  Dr. G. Richard 
Baise 

Secretary/Treasurer:  David 
Laws 

Trustees:  Dr. Edward Hamilton, 
John Mitchell, James Ainsley, 
William Mitchell and Doug 
Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  Robert 
Howard 
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EVENTS FOR THE 2016-17 SEASON 

Announcing our schedule for the upcoming season’s schedule – Below are dates for our 

Summer 530 Socials and other events that are in the works.  More details to come as 

soon as they are available.  

Summer 530 Socials 
Third Summer Social – September 22nd 

Heritage Luncheon 
Will be held October 23

rd  
 at River Strand Country Club 

US Open Lawn Bowling Championships 

November 12-19 at the Sarasota Lawn Bowling Club at 809 North Tamiami Trail 

Christmas Luncheon 
Will be held on December 3

rd
 at The Meadows Country Club 

Frugal Nite 
Will be held on January 9

th
 with the location to be announced 

Highland Games 
Will be held on February 4

th
 at the Sarasota Fairgrounds 

Thistle Ball 
Will be held onMarch 25th at Palm Aire Country Club 

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans 
Will be held on April 9

th
 the site will be announced later  

Annual General Meeting  
Will be held on May 6th at Stoneybrook Country Club 
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