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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 Greetings fellow Caledonians, 

We are happy to get the Thistle 

back on track. Our editor, Nan 

Tidrick, has had a very trying 

summer and we are so thankful 

she is back and will continue 

as our editor. 

 

As we approach the holiday season, I want to make 

you aware of two social events that are coming up. 

First is the Celtic Christmas at the Opera House on 

December 3 sponsored by The City of Dunedin 

Pipe Band. The second event is the Christmas 

Luncheon, hosted jointly by the Caledonian Club 

and the St. Andrews Society at the Meadows 

Country Club on December 9. Our Christmas 

Luncheon is a special tradition and I hope to see 

you all there. 

 

I hope you’ve been to see our new website created 

by Paul Johnson. If you haven’t registered online 

yet please do so. We don’t want you to miss out on 

anything. This is the last Thistle publication before 

the New Year and I want to take this opportunity to 

wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry 

Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year. 

 

Best wishes, Frank MacIntire 
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SCOTTISH CASTLES FEATURED AT CLUB’S HERITAGE 

LUNCHEON 

The 32nd annual Heritage Luncheon of the 

Caledonian Club, chaired by Vice-President Sue 

Eltonhead, was held October 22 in the lovely 

surroundings of the Oaks Country Club in Osprey; 

beautifully decorated for the fall season.  

 

Scottish humor (there seems to be a never-ending supply) was plentifully supplied 

by Master of Ceremonies, Dick Thompson, as he entertained the crowd prior to the 

presentation of the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation.  

 

Following a sumptuous buffet in the Main Hall at the Oaks, members and guests 

were taken on a musical and historical tour of some of the most famous, well-     

known castles in Scotland, replete with the mystery, intrigue, and battles which 

made each such an important part of Scotland’s fascinating history. Our castle tour 

guide was world-renowned Scottish troubadour, Alex Beaton, a former featured 

entertainer at the Sarasota Scottish Games. 

The festivities included the introduction of new members Brian and Marion Gunn 

and Elizabeth and Richard Reuter, as well as numerous guests. 

Assisting Sue in getting the first of Club’s 2017-18 events underway were Dick 

Thompson, Shona and Bob Burtner, Phyllis and Al McIlraith, Jeanne and Joel 

Davies, Sioux Hurley, Bill and Jean Wallace, and, Raffle-Rascal Ellie Stoll.  
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CALEDONIAN CLUB PARTICIPATES IN THE NEW WORLD 

CELTS MUSIC FEST 

More Celtic music than one could imagine flowed from the stage at the second 

annual Celtic Music Festival held at Nathan Benderson Park on October 21st. 

The Festival was sponsored by the New World Celts (Sarasota), with major 

assistance from the New World Celts (Lakewood Ranch). The event was patterned 

after their initial event in October, 2016 held at the Sarasota Fairgrounds. 

As part of the local Celtic community the Club maintained a booth during the 10-

hour Music-thon, acquainting the crowd with the value and fun of being a member 

of a Scottish social group in a Scottish community. Sarasota was first settled by Scots 

137 years ago. Manning the booth that Saturday, nourishing the crowd with Alice 

Flint’s delectable shortbread and a special Scotch whiskey tempered with a touch of 

honey (both crowd favorites); were Al McIlraith, Janice Iversen, Alice Flint, Wilda 

Meier, Bill Dalgarno, Peg and Christina Tonn and Bill Wallace.  

There are now twelve Scottish/Celtic groups in our area and they will be listed in the 

latest edition of “The Sarasota Celtic Directory” published by the Caledonian Club)  

 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON – CHRISTMAS 

LUNCHEON INVITATIONS HAVE BEEN SENT 

The Annual Christmas Luncheon, again hosted by the Caledonian 

Club of Florida West and The St. Andrews Society of Sarasota, will be 

held on Saturday, December 9, 2017 

And Back by Popular Demand, Christmas Carols by the Meadows Chorus 
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Cocktails at 11:30 AM {cash bar} Lunch at 12:15 

Cost: $29.00 per person 

Menu Selections Are 

1. Maple Bourbon Glazed Salmon 

2. Roasted Skirt Steak 

3. Roasted Vegetable Quiche with side salad 

 

As is our custom, we give to a needy organization at this combined event. Because 

of all the food supplies needed by victims of the recent hurricanes, we will again 

donate to “All Faith’s Food Bank”.  Please bring checks to place in the plaid box at 

the luncheon or send with your reservation to; 

Phillis McIlraith:  4517 Chimney Creek Drive, Sarasota, FL 34235 

 

NEW TO OUR EVENT CALENDER: LADIES LUNCHEONS WILL BE 

HELD ONCE A MONTH 

 

 

 

A few of the Lady Members of the Caledonian Club were talking together, as 

ladies like to do, and realized they wanted MORE time for talking with each other 

in a relaxed and non-formal setting.  The Scottish Ladies Lunch was organized to 

meet this need to socialize with each other. 

All ladies of the club were invited to the first event in June 2017 and we have met 

at various good restaurants once a month.  As things evolve, we invited ladies to 

bring their friends, Scottish or no, and then, some of the MALE Caledonians 
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discovered the fun we had, so now ALL members are invited to lunch and enjoy 

each other's company. 

A blanket email of invitation is sent each month, so if you have not heard from us, 

please email Mary Thompson (drmaryjthompson@gmail.com) or Shona Burtner 

(skburtner@hotmail.com) because we must have your email incorrectly  

written.  We meet at 11:30 (ish) with seating partners of your choice and enjoy a 

fun hour or so.  We have had lunch at Gecko's on Fruitville Road, the British Tea 

Room, and most recently at Brio Tuscan Grill at the University Town Center. 

The next lunch will be on Friday January 5, 2018, at Mattison's on U.S. 41 south of 

Gulf Gate.  There is no set menu choice since everyone pays their own bill.  Of 

course, we reward our wonderful servers with nice tips since they accommodate us 

so well. 

Just RSVP to Mary or Shona so we make sure we reserve enough seats.  There will 

be no club reports, no announcements (unless someone wants to tell a good story), 

and only time to chat, socialize, and get to know one another better.   

 

NEW MEMBERS CONTINUE TO JOIN OUR RANKS 

We have five new members that have been added to the Caledonian Club 

membership since the publication of the Summer Thistle.  Please welcome: 

Elizabeth and Richard (Rick) Reuter    

Elizabeth is a native Scot, her girlhood home being in the Edinburgh area and 

Rick’s from Flushing, New York.  Both were surprised, and delighted, to learn that 

Sarasota was first settled by Scots over 130 years ago.  The world has been their 

home since Rick’s work as a U.S. Government contractor has taken them to a 

multitude of areas across the globe, and they still own a home in Italy!  Among 

their five children, one is working in Africa, another in the United Arab Emirates – 

the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree …... 

 

mailto:drmaryjthompson@gmail.com
mailto:skburtner@hotmail.com
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Dr. Brian and Marion Gunn 

Both are Scottish born, Brian from Edinburgh and Marion from Dundee.  Similar 

to the Reuters, the Gunn’s professions claim them as world travelers as Brian, 

whose work as a pharmacist, researcher, teacher and consultant in medicines has 

taken them from Scotland to Canada, the U.S. and such places as Malawi, Brunei 

and Oman, where Marion, a Primary educator, taught school in each of those 

locations.  They have held active memberships in both the Caledonian Club and St. 

Andrew Society at several of those locations.  Being a bit more domestic, of their 

two children, daughter Angela is a script coordinator at Warner Bros. (Hollywood) 

and son Keith is the Technical Director for the Savannah (Ga.) United Soccer 

Club. 

Linda Mercurio 

A former member, Linda has rejoined our merry band, missing her Celtic ties after 

a short period away.  She has long been involved in the travel industry and is one 

who is most helpful wherever needed at a Caledonian Club function.  Linda’s 

mother has traced their Scottish heritage (the McKay clan) back to 1532. 

Derek Brashier 

Derek left the UK at age 21, after he had completed his national service obligation, 

and landed in Bermuda, where he met his wife, created a family and served in law 

enforcement, and subsequently created a digital office equipment business.  More 

recently he moved to the Meadows area, attended our August Summer Social and 

Heritage Luncheon and added the Caledonian Club to his membership in the Brit 

Club, so he’s thoroughly “UK” once again.  Derek is a gifted pianist – perhaps an 

accompanist for the magnificent Caledonian Choir? 

 

ADDITIONS TO YOUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

Many of our members received their new Membership Directories while attending 

one of the Summer Socials or the recent Heritage Luncheon.  To keep yours up-to-

date, as new members sign up, we will try to update contact information in the 

Thistle to keep information as fresh as possible.  

The back-inside cover of your directory includes spaces for the updates. 
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 At this time, please add: 

1. Don and Patricia Wilson:  941-371-1519 donpatricia@comcast.net                          

3449 Hadfield Greene, Sarasota, Fl. 34235     Cells: (Don) 941-284-1682      

(Pat) 941-984-1729      

2. Linda Mercurio:  941- 400-1156 lindascot@iname.com                             

5770 Deer Hollow Lane West, Sarasota, Fl. 34232 

3. Dr. Brian and Marion Gunn:  941-753-6526 gunnbc@gmail.com                       

4667 Claremont Park Drive, Bradenton, Fl. 34211    Cell:   912-373-5690 

4. Richard and Elizabeth Reuter:  941-343-7814   elizabethladye@gmail.com 

2543 Constitution Boulevard, Sarasota, Fl. 34231 

5. Derek E. Brashier:  941-379-3511 dngbrashier@comcast.net 

      3412 East Chelmsford Circle, Sarasota, Fl. 34235  

The new directory will be mailed in the next 30 days to members who have not yet 

received one. 

 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE NEW WORLD CELTS 

 

 

Nollaig Ceilidh (Christmas Party Celtic Style) 

December 7, 2017, 6:30pm - 9:00pm 

1751 Cattlemen Rd 

Sarasota, FL  34232  

The Sarasota New World Celts will be hosting 

their annual Christmas Party. The musical guest will be the Carroll Brown Band 

from Charleston, SC. Carrol and his band mates have been playing Celtic music 

since 1974 throughout the Southeast United States, Ireland and Scotland.  

 

Together they bring to the stage a gently paced acoustic show, drawing on their 

Irish and Celtic roots with an Appalachian influence to offer an eclectic holiday 

program of traditional, mountain, original, spiritual, folksy songs and spoken word 

pieces. The onstage atmosphere is casual and conversational as the group banters 

easily between themselves and the audience.  

mailto:donpatricia@comcast.net
mailto:lindascot@iname.com
mailto:elizabethladye@gmail.com
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Light food fare & drinks will be available for donations to New World Celts 

Sarasota Chapter. 

 

$20 per person online & $25 per person at the event. To pay online go to 

PayPal.com and make payment to nwc.sarasota@gmail.com and bring your PayPal 

receipt to the admissions table when you arrive. Children 12 and under get in free. 

All Caledonians are invited to attend. Many of your Caledonian friends have 

already indicated that they will be attending. 
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SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors: Bill Wallace  

Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Tidrick 

Webmaster: Paul Johnson 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions: Dr. Richard Baise 

CALEDONIAN 

FOUNDATION MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer:  David Laws 

Trustees: Dr. Richard Baise, Dr. 

Edward Hamilton, John Mitchell, James 

Ainslie, and Doug Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  Frank MacIntire 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Committee Members: Jean Wallace, 

Dr. Edward Hamilton, and Joanne 

Anastasia 


