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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Greetings to all! 

 

 

I hope you are all having a 

great summer. We’re 

looking forward to a very 

busy year ahead.  

 

Thank you to all of our 

members who attended our 

3 socials – T.C. Carneys in Venice, Truman’s in 

Bradenton and The Meadows in Sarasota. They 

were a great success and the feedback that I got 

was that everyone had a great time. It was so nice 

to see some non-members walk in due to social 

media exposure. 

 

Most recent news is that our web site is 

undergoing a changeover. Nan who has done 

such a terrific job as webmaster is stepping down 

and Paul Johnson has agreed to take over as 

webmaster. He has many years of experience in 

this field and has some great ideas in getting our 

new site up and running. Thank you again Nan. 

 

Also, please refer to our list of upcoming events 

and “save the dates”    

Regards,    Frank MacIntire, President 
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MEMORIAL DAY IN ARCADIA - CALEDONIANS REMEMBER 

FALLEN BRITISH FLYERS 

On Memorial Day, June 29th, 2017 Caledonians traveled to 

Arcadia for the 61st annual honoring of the 23 young British 

cadets, who, in preparing to become fighter pilots during WWII, 

lost their lives in training accidents near that Florida city. 

In a long-standing tradition, the Club has partnered with the St. 

Andrew Society of Sarasota by providing a piper for the 

occasion, and participating in the ceremony.  British flags were placed on the 

gravesite of each fallen trainee. 

The Club, represented by President Frank MacIntire, also laid a wreath at the site – 

an additional Club tradition for many years. 

Those Club members attending the 2017 Memorial included Frank MacIntire and 

Mary Ellen McMahon, Bill Dalgarno and Wilda Meier, Paul and Caryn Johnson, 

Diane Kemp, Al and Phyllis MacIlraith, Bert Mitchell and Jean and Bill Wallace.  

Prior to their return to the Sarasota area, the Caledonians lunched together in Mary 

Margaret’s Tea Room in Arcadia. 

   

.    
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SUMMER SOCIALS SIGNOFF FOR THE SEASON 

 

As of this issue of the “Thistle” all three of the 

Caledonian Club’s Summer Socials have been happily 

(and loudly) attended by some 135 members, with the 

finale on August 17th at the Meadows Pub, where much 

Scottish attire was on display and the evening (and 

Summer Socials) ended with a rowdy Scottish Sing-A-

Long, led by Bill Dalgarno. 

As this summer event has evolved, the Club has held the three Socials – a month 

apart - one each in Venice (we call it the “South” Social), one in Sarasota, the 

“Central” Social, and one in Bradenton, referred to as the “North” Social – in a 

sense favoring those members living in each area (but joyfully, everyone else 

comes anyway!) 

Here the Club has the opportunity for members, friends and prospective members 

to “meet and greet” each other on a very informal basis (no formal program) and to 

introduce and welcome new members who have recently joined the Club. 

To put a splash of color in the final Social in Sarasota, all were invited to come in 

their Scottish attire, if they wished.  Also, Membership Directories arrived just 

time for the “north” Social in Bradenton and were also be distributed to those 

attending the Sarasota Social in August (yes, the directories are provided as part of 

your membership dues).   

The Autumn schedule begins October 22 with the Heritage Luncheon at the Oaks 

Country Club, directed by Vice-President Sue Eltonhead.   Invitations will be 

coming your way shortly. 
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PIPER IN THE PARK 

 

 It is with great pleasure that the Caledonian Club announces 

that the new chairs for the 2018 Piper in the Park Program will 

be Joel and Jeanne Davies. Long active in Scottish events in 

Sarasota, with both the Caledonian Club and the St. Andrew 

Society, I know you will thoroughly enjoy working with this 

delightful couple and they with you. 

 

Members, please remember that they will need our support on Sunday evenings 

during the season.  We will need volunteers to carry the flags and tartans as we 

escort the pipers into the park. Don’t be shy – call Joel and Jeanne to volunteer.  

Also, if they call you – respond with an “I’d be happy to”. 

 

As some felt the 2016-17 October-April timing was a wee bit long, a proposal will 

be placed before the Caledonian Board at its September meeting, to have this 

year’s program begin the first Sunday in January, 2018 and end the last Sunday in 

April, 2018 – or just four months instead of seven.  We will keep you posted. 

Remember not only do we live in paradise, but also in a very special Scottish City. 
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 MEMBERSHIP CONTINUES TO INCREASE 

 
 

The enthusiastic membership, annual events, the website and newsletter of the 

Caledonian Club continue to attract new members to the fold.  Since the May issue 

of the Thistle two months ago, three new families have joined our merry band. 

Mimsie Morgan has rejoined the Club after a period of being away.  Long a 

Sarasota resident, Mimsie remains an interested “Celt” having formerly held 

membership in the English-Speaking Union and is currently a member of the Gulf 

Coast St. David’s Welsh Society as well as the Caledonian Club. 

Frank and Lynn Shea both hail from the Boston area and are “Boston Proud” 

youngsters.  Lynn is a pediatric nurse, practicing in Lakewood Ranch, and spends 

free moments on the tennis court, while Frank, a member of the National Society 

of Engineers, is actively engaged in technology and marketing for M. digital, Inc., 

and equally involved in the Lakewood Ranch New World Celts, focusing on 

support of their festivals and activities.  Frank is the 2017 winner of the “PR 

Award for Florida” from the Knights of Columbus. 

Don and Patricia Wilson are dual U.S. citizens, shared with Canada.  Active in 

the Sarasota community since retirement, they’re members of the Meadows 

Country Club and Don is past president of the Hadfield Greene Condo Association 

while Patricia is a “Docent Emeritus” at the Ringling.  Scottish roots take Don’s 

heritage back to Dalkeith; Patricia’s to Aberfeldy in the Highlands.  Both love 

playing bridge, gardening, world travel and genealogy. 

Linda Mercurio, like Mimsie, a former member, Linda attended the Bradenton 

Summer Social in July and rejoined at the one in August.  A native Sarasotan, 

Linda has her own travel agency “Adventures in the Realm” and holds 

memberships in the Gulf Coast Italian Culture Society and the local St. David’s 

Welsh Society.  She loves learning new languages, photography, planning new 

events and, of course, travel.   

You’ll want to extend a warm hand of welcome to these exciting new 

members of the Caledonian Club. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Our Annual General Meeting took place just before all our “snow-birds” flew 

north.  Held at Stoney Brook Country Club and a good time was had by all.  We 

installed our new officers and they are now hard at work getting ready for the 

return of the “snowbirds”. 

 

Meet your Board 

 

CALEDONIAN MEMBER AUTHOR 

“Bones Unearthed” 

 “Archeologists often have to cope with skeletons, mostly 

ancient and primarily of scholarly interest.  But when Kate 

Fitzgerald, an aspiring archeologist, and newspaper friend 

Dave Kennedy dig up a skeleton, the results are anything but 

scholarly? 

The bones belong to a murder victim from 50 years in the 

past and people who were involved in various ways with the 

crime are still living in this small, southern Illinois town. 

Digging up the past provokes the killer to commit new crimes to remain undetected 

and Kate finds herself in mortal danger as she tries to solve the mystery and 

unmask the perpetrator.” 
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Thus, is framed the new mystery novel by Caledonian Terri Tumlin, an original 

Chicagoan, who seems ideally suited to write such a novel, being a member of the 

Mystery Writers of America as well as the Society for American Archeology, who, 

in an earlier life, was a science writer/editor for an encyclopedia. 

Terri, who writes under the name of Terri Gregg, joins a distinguished group of 

Caledonian authors which include Diane Gilbert Madsen, Maggie Davis and 

Jasmine Candlish.  “Bones Unearthed” is available at “Bookstore 1” in Sarasota 

and can be ordered thru Amazon.com. 

 

NAN TIDRICK TO RELINQUISH WEBMASTER POST  

After seven years of developing, enlarging and maintaining the 

Caledonian Club’s website, Nan Tidrick, creator and manager 

(webmaster) of caledonianclub.org and, in addition, longtime editor 

of the Club’s newsletter, the “Thistle” is giving up one of those 

duties, happily but sadly.   

Happily, as both take considerable time, much thought and effort which she now 

needs to devote more to family matters (Nan and her husband, Dan, maintain 

homes in both Ohio and Parrish here in Florida) and recently, Nan lost her much-

loved father who lived in Cape Cod, Massachusetts.    

Sadly, as the website was born of Nan’s knowledge, skill and effort and expanded 

through those years to become the significant avenue leading members, prospects 

and others from across the world to the center where they could learn more about 

the Caledonian Club and its place in promoting Scottish history and culture in this 

Scottish-founded city of Sarasota – somewhat like giving up a child? 

Nan tells the story of a piece she developed on genealogy for the website which 

was picked up by an unknown school teacher, who, after studying it carefully, used 

it for her “lesson plan” to acquaint her middle school students with genealogical 

research.  She hoped to also use this as a venue that would bring her history lessons 

to life as well as teaching the values of family and family heritage. She even 

received a thank-you note via the site’s email. 

Thankfully, Nan will continue her role as Editor of the Thistle.  (She may be 

blushing as she reads this . . .)  Bill wrote this and made me post it! 
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Taking on the vital role of Caledonian Club webmaster in 

our challenging digital age is Paul Johnson.  Paul and 

Caryn hail from Cincinnati where there were tenured and 

contributing members of the Caledonian Club of 

Cincinnati and Paul spent his career in the IT department 

of Kroger and Company, the nation’s largest grocer.  

Paul and Caryn now call Venice home and have picked 

up right where they left off with the Cincinnati 

Caledonians - cooking (and singing) for the Club’s Frugal Nite and the Friday 

evening Ceilidh of the Sarasota Scottish Games, and assisting with the promotion 

of the Club’s Piper in the Park emphasis.   

So pleased Nan remains as the Thistle editor and a very warm welcome to Paul 

Johnson as our new Caledonian Club webmaster.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors: Bill Wallace and 

Barbara Driscoll 

Membership: Bill Wallace 

Newsletter Editor:  Nancy Tidrick 

Webmaster: Paul Johnson 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions: Dr. Richard Baise 

Public Relations and Marketing: 

Mary Thompson 

CALEDONIAN 

FOUNDATION MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer:  David Laws 

Trustees: Bill Wallace, Dr. Richard 

Baise, Dr. Edward Hamilton, John 

Mitchell, James Ainsley, and Doug 

Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  Frank MacIntire 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. Richard Baise 

Committee Members: Jean Wallace, 

Dr. Edward Hamilton, and Joanne 

Anastasia 
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DON’T FORGET TO SAVE THE DATE FOR THE FALL HERITAGE 

LUNCHEON 

 

 

Our traditional Fall Heritage Luncheon will be held on the 22nd of 

October at The Oaks Country Club, located in Osprey. Stay tuned for 

details as they become available. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR 

EDITOR 

 

Now that you have a 

summer’s worth of news and 

pictures, I want to apologize for 

this newsletter’s lack of 

timeliness. With my father’s 

passing and numerous other 

stresses that hit all at once (when 

it rains it pours), I just had to take 

some time off or I knew I would 

just collapse.  I am finally starting 

to sleep again, have more energy 

and am starting to get organized 

again (despite the fact that there 

are several boxes unopened in my 

living room full of items from my 

father’s apartment).  We leave for 

our vacation on September 11th.  

We will be touring the Canadian 

Maritimes for two weeks.  I plan 

on returning renewed and 

refreshed and look forward to all 

our upcoming events. See you all 

at the Heritage Luncheon! 

 


