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President’s Message 
 

As I bid farewell to the 30
th

 Anniversary of the Caledonian 

Club, it is done with huge thanks to all of those who have 

committed their time, effort, funds and influence, to make 

2015-16 a very significant year. 

Your board has done an outstanding job so please express your 

thanks as well, when you see or talk with them, to: 

Vice President              Shona Burtner 

Secretary                                 Janice Iversen 

Treasurer                         Bob Kradoska 

Membership Director             Sioux Hurley 

Heritage Luncheon Chair      Walda Taylor       

Christmas Luncheon Chair    Shona Burtner (again) 

Scottish Games Chair             Manning Edmonds 

Frugal Nite Chair             Diane Kemp 

Thistle Ball Chairs            Mary Ellen McMahon/Frank 

                                               MacIntire                          

 Kirkin O’ the Tartans  Co-Chair 

                                               Bert Mitchell 

Tartan Day Proclamations   Allan McIlraith 

 

 

The Thistle  

May-June 2016 

  

January 2013 

 

BOARD 

MEMBERS FOR 

2015-2016 

President:  Bill 

Wallace 

Vice President:                        

Shona Burtner 

Treasurer:  Bob 

Kradoska 

Secretary:  Janice 

Iversen 

Membership Director:  

Sioux Hurley 

Director:  Ellie Stoll 

Director:  Walda 

Taylor 

Director:  Diane 

Kemp 

Director:  Robert 

Howard 

Director:  Manning 

Edmonds 

Past President: Al 

McIlraith 
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New Member Teas                            Sioux Hurley & hosts Phyllis and Al McIlraith 

Annual General Meeting                   Ellie Stoll 

Summer Socials                               Sioux Hurley, Ellie Stoll & Caroline David  

It indeed “Takes a Village” to make the Caledonian Club, born of the Sarasota Centennial in 

1985, some 30 years ago, the presence in the Sarasota community that it has become.  To add all 

the committee “worker bees” would fill this edition, but my warmest appreciation to all! 

Our 30
th

 year was one of “innovating” and initiating an aggressive “marketing” program to get 

the name “Caledonian Club” in the forefront of ethnic-social-service groups in the greater 

Sarasota area.   

For the first time:  We “partnered” with Selby Library in presenting, on four separate occasions, 

the “Great Estates of Scotland” film series. 

We appeared on five occasions in the Herald Tribune as one of the “Best Bets for Entertainment” 

in Sarasota on that particular day, thanks to Pat Borland, new Media Coordinator. 

We advertised in the Herald Tribune, The Observer and the newsletter of the “Friends of Selby 

Library.” 

We presented our first ever “Caledonian Club Award for Excellence” to Jeff LaHurd, renowned 

local historian at our Thistle Ball. 

Finally, members will “Tour Scotland” in August – the first time in 15 years! 

It took a village and the villagers were ultra-active! 

Yours Aye, Bill Wallace 

 

Don’t Forget the Memorial Day Service in Arcadia 

 

Members of the Caledonian Club have been invited to attend and participate in 

the 60
th

 annual Memorial Day Observance in Arcadia, Florida of the 23 British 

cadets killed during their training there as they prepared to engage in World 

War II.   

As in the past, the Club will assist in providing a piper (jointly with the Saint 

Andrew Society) and lay a wreath at one of the gravesites. 

The grave-side memorial will take place on May 30
th

 at 10 a.m. at the British Plot at the Oak 

Ridge Cemetery in Arcadia.  This is the 60
th

 anniversary of this memorial to the young Brit 

flyers and is presented by the Rotary Club of Arcadia, chaired by Judy Kirkpatrick. 
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Following the service, Caledonian Club members will have lunch at Mary Margaret’s Tea Room 

in Arcadia. 

Please let Bob Howard know if you plan to attend and if you would like to join us for lunch. 

By phone at (941-376-5514) or email at Roberthoward200@gmail.com.    

 

The Thistle Ball has Come and Gone 

Mary Ellen McMahon and Frank MacIntire did a wonderful job as chairpersons for the 

Caledonian Club’s 30
th

 Anniversary Thistle Ball. It was held on April 2, 2016 at the Venice Golf 

and River Club.  Music for dancing was by Heart and Soul. In addition to an evening of fine 

dining and dancing we enjoyed a few gag games at our tables and enjoyed a bit of “The Gay 

Gordons” 

 

At the Dinner 

“THE CALEDONIAN AWARD” was presented to Sarasota Historian, Jeff LaHurd  

 

       

Jeff LaHurd holds high the Caledonian Club of Florida West's Award for Excellence, presented 

at the recent 30th Anniversary Thistle Ball. At the right is William (Bill) Wallace, President of 

the Club. 

Local author/historian Jeff LaHurd has lived in Sarasota since 1950 and has written 12 books 

about the history of the community as well as numerous articles. His video, “Sarasota: 

Landmarks of the Past” won the award for Outstanding Contribution to Preservation in the field 

of Communication from the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation and was shown on the 

History Channel.  
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Tartan Day Proclamations       

 

In 1998, the United States Congress proclaimed April 6 as Tartan Day across the country, in 

honor of the contributions Scots made toward the founding of our nation. 

It was noted that: 

 

 Our Declaration of Independence was patterned after the Scottish Declaration of 

Arbroath, signed on April 6, 1320, freeing the Scots from the English yoke 

 

 Our Declaration of Independence was written by Thomas Jefferson 

 

 Almost half the signers of our Declaration of Independence were Scots 

 

 The entire first cabinet of President George Washington were Scots including Thomas 

Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton 

 

 James Madison authored the U.S. Constitution 

 

 Nine of the original 13 colonies were governed by Scots 

 

 33 of the 44 presidents of the United States claim Scottish ancestry 

 

So during the week of April 6, 2016, proclamations were read and presented by the  

Commissioners of the city of Sarasota, Sarasota County and the city of Palmetto in 

commemoration of that important day in our nation’s history. 

 

 

Left to right are: Al McIlraith, Frank MacIntire, Bert Mitchell, Mary Ellen McMahon, Sarasota 

County Commissioner Charles Hines, Phyllis McIlraith, Bill Wallace, Janice Iversen, Sue 

Eltonhead, Michael Wolfe, Robert Howard.  
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The Kirkin’ O’ The Tartans, it 

turns out, is a bit more of an 

American tradition than that of 

Scotland.  Nonetheless, it 

commemorates a time in Scottish 

history when the Highland Scots, 

following a defeat by the English 

at the battle of Culloden Moor, 

were denied the right to display 

any family colors (tartans/plaids) 

or the wearing of the kilt.   

For 30 years the Scots endured this indignity, but the rumor goes, would bring a piece of their 

tartan to the Kirk (church) on a specific Sunday, hidden under their outer garment, to be blessed 

by the minister. 

It seems the story was picked up by native Scot, the Reverend Peter Marshall (anyone remember 

the movie “A Man Called Peter”) who served a pastorate at the New York Presbyterian Church 

in Washington, D.C. and in April of 1941 gave a sermon entitled the Kirkin’ O’ The Tartan and 

the legend was born. 

Before a packed congregation on April 10, 2016, at the Pine Shores Presbyterian Church here in 

Sarasota, the Kirkin’ was once again observed, with a parade of area Scots being piped into the 

sanctuary, with their tartan banners held high, to be blessed by Co-Minister Karen Wismer, who 

followed with comments on the significance of the occasion. 

Congregant Beth Johnson remarked following the ceremony, “I just love it when you bring the 

Kirkin’ to Pine Shores – the pipes, the tartans, the colors, the history – I wish I were a Scot!” 

This year, the Kirkin’ was advertised in local print media. Ticket and an insert, designed by Dr. 

Michael Wolfe, was included in the bulletin. The bagpipes and organ were beautifully 

harmonized and well-paced for the processions.  

By following the link immediately below, you can see the pictures of the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

and the St Andrews Society Scholarship Presentation Luncheon. 

http://www.standrewsocietysarasota.com/news_file/2016/2016_photos_kirkin_n_scholarship.ht

ml 

The lovely logo to open this article was designed by Dr. Michael Wolfe. 

 

“The Pine Shores Church offers an outstanding site to display the tartans and the Sanctuary is 

covered in natural light.” 

“During the recessional, it was a pleasant surprise to see so many wide smiles and a few people waved as 

the Tartans departed the Sanctuary.” 

 

Bert Mitchell, President, St. Andrews Society 
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Great Estates of Scotland Series Brings Caledonian Club 

Recognition 

The Caledonian Club has in its possession, films on four of the Great Estates of 

Scotland – Inveraray Castle, Dumfries House, Kincardine Castle and Rosslyn 

Chapel.  

To acquaint the public with Sarasota’s Scottish founding and the work of the 

Caledonian Club over the past 30 years in assisting the community with “things 

Scottish”, the Club, in partnership with Selby Library, presented the four films 

in separate viewings in the spring of 2016.   

On the third Wednesday of January, February, March and April, some 400 members of the 

Sarasota community were piped into Selby and the Geldbart Auditorium to view the “Great 

Estates”. 

https://caledonianclub.org/
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Notices in the “Thistle”, advertising in the “Observer” and announcements in “Best Bets” 

brought in the throngs and resulted in several new members.  

Warm thanks to committee members: Al and Phyllis McIlraith, Robert Howard, Pauline 

Blackwood, Shona and Bob Burtner, Barbara Driscoll, Manning and Edie Edmonds, Kathy 

Ewing, Pat Finnegan, Mary Kregenow, Frank MacIntire, Mary Ellen McMahon, Sioux Hurley 

and Jean Wallace. 

      

Caledonian Club Membership Climbs to 130 Members 
 

Thanks to the excellent work of Membership Director, Sioux Hurley, in her most recent board 

report, she noted: 

 

“The Club year began on April 15, 2015 with a total of 112 members.  With the introduction of 

casual “Pub Socials” during the summer months, we were able to maintain our numbers and 

enjoy steady growth.  In the first quarter of 2016, four screenings of the Great Estates of 

Scotland at Selby Library, along with enthusiastic members introducing their friends, assisted in 

a continued increase. 

 

By the end of the 2015-16 year, I am pleased to report that a total of 50 new members were 

added to the club’s roster.  Even with a loss of 15 memberships during the year, due to illness, 

moves or congested calendars, we managed to end the year with a total of 130 members, 

resulting in 82 (individual or family) memberships.”  

 

Kudos to Sioux for a great job!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caledonian Club of Florida West Financial Standing 

As 2015-16 Closes: 

Club - Approximately $19,000* 

Endowed Library Collection Book Acquisition Fund - $36,567 

Foundation - $14,222 

*Final figures will appear in July Thistle 
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NAME BADGES 

Name Badges are available to 

our members. They are 

attractively designed, purple 

in color and logo in white.  

They are made by an 

engraving company in 

Sarasota.  If you would like to 

order a name badge, please 

send payment of $10.00 to 

our Treasurer 

Bob Kradoska, 8216 Simpson 

Falls Court, Sarasota, Florida, 

34243 

Please specify pin or magnet. 

 

Of Special Note 

So many Caledonians have assisted in making our 30 Anniversary special, but one 

has to wonder if we realize that we’re all kept informed of “what’s happening” in 

Caledonian Land because of one person.  

 Her name rarely appears in print – she quietly edits and puts together our bi-

monthly Thistle and maintains the Caledonian Club website – 

www.caledonianclub.org. 

Although she’ll want to “omit” this tribute from this Thistle, Nan Tidrick, our 

Internal Communicator, deserves our very special thanks for the enormous time and 

effort she gives to producing our  attractive “Thistle” newsletter six times each year 

and consistently  updates the website when you send her information. 

Knowing this, I hope you will take a moment to let Nan know how much her 

contribution to the Club is appreciated.  So she’ll be surprised, she can be reached at 

nan19tid@gmail.com. 

 I’ve asked to put this in a box so it stands out – just like her work does!   Bill  

Thanks everyone for your support.  It takes a team to make it all work.      Nan 

 

Nominating Committee Proposed 

2016-17 Board 

At its April meeting, the Caledonian Club Nominating 

Committee, composed of Walda Taylor, Chair; Sioux 

Hurley and Phyllis McIlraith, nominated the following to 

serve as officers for next year: 

Nominations for Officers: 

Robert Howard, President 

Janice Iversen, Vice President 

Vivienne Sivak, Secretary 

Bob Kradoska, Treasurer 

Nominations for Directors: 

Shona Burtner, Alice Flint, Sioux Hurley, Diane 

Kemp, Frank MacIntire, Al McIlraith 
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The economic picture of the American voter has been widely exposed in this Presidential 

election year. A Federal Reserve Board survey reported in The Atlantic Monthly (May 2016, 

p.54) states that 47% of households would need to borrow or sell something to pay for a $400 

emergency expense. The scholarship applicants were asked to describe a life experience that has 

helped to shape their values. Two of the winners described economic hardships in their family 

during their high school years. Two described how foreign and domestic travel had shaped their 

value of the people they had met. One winner described a situation in which she was able to 

develop her capability as a leader. The essay on leadership can be viewed in the near future on 

the St. Andrews Society website. Over the next months, we expect to publish the essay of each 

winner.  

Immediately following the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Celebration at the Pine Shores Presbyterian 

Church on April 10, attendees honored its five scholarship winners at a memorable presentation 

luncheon held at the Mattison’s Forty-One Restaurant. To provide financial assistance to 

students of Scottish heritage and academic merit is the primary mission of the St Andrew 

Society. With each table arranged to allow for the seating of a winner and her family, a member 

of the Scholarship evaluation committee, and members of the Scottish societies, it was the 

perfect setting for the sharing of lives. With the microphone in hand, each student spoke 

eloquently of their educational destinations and plans. The words of Dr. Seuss in his famous 

book, “Oh the Places You’ll Go!” (Often quoted at graduations), came to mind as we listened to 

these diversified and ambitious goals. These young women are on their way!  

 

The SASS 2016 Scholarship Winners are (left 
to right): 

Ms. Mallory Alton, North Port High School 
Ms. Bridget Ambrose, Sarasota Military 

Academy 
Ms. Bailey McBreen, Venice High School 

Ms. Victoria Wittner, Lakewood Ranch High 
School 

Ms. Gracey Wilson, State College of FL 
Collegiate 
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These winners carry exceptional academic qualifications, well-defined personal values, and the 

genes of Scottish descent. The Scottish community in Sarasota and all the donors are pleased to 

support the continuing formal education of these people.  

 

 

  

It all started when I was 

searching for Scottish 

prayers to share at board 

meetings. Before I knew 

it I was exploring the 

many Scottish poets and 

even stumbled upon a lot of limericks! Now we tend to think of these as street poems by our 

bawdy Irish kin. But let me tell you: we Celts tend to think alike and say what is on our mind. 

Life in a Scottish tavern is probably no different than in an Irish pub.  

 

Here is a limerick I discovered that both shocks and teaches us at the same time:  

 

Catriona, a pretty young lass  

Had a truly magnificent ass.  

Not round and pink  

As you possibly think  

It was grey, had long ears, and ate grass.  

 

So what does it teach us? Simply that one must not jump to conclusions; that things may not be 

as they seem. Good advice in a world needing “more nice”.  

 

No Scot is supposed to hate bagpipes but I assure you some do. At the recent Kirkin’ o’ The 

Tartans two ladies were observed covering their ears! So this one is for them and all you others 

who would do likewise: 

  

You tell us the pipes you abhor;  

You’re just one amongst many more;  

I believe in the past  

The bagpipes were classed  

As an inhumane weapon of war.  

 

Let us pray:  

Dear God we thank you for the diversity of your creation, and for the differing attitudes and 

preferences of our friends. If we all loved the same thing and the same person life would be 

impossible. So as we plan the work of our Society let us keep that in mind. And should we not 

offer some their cup of tea let us pray they will love our coffee. Amen  

 

God bless!  Dick     

https://caledonianclub.org/

