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President’s Message 

 
With the year of 2015 now history, I want to take this moment to wish 
all Caledonians, our friends and theirs, a very Happy New Year. 

The first seven months of "our year" (which began after our Annual 
General Meeting in May) have been exceptional and fun-filled, thanks 
to Sioux, Ellie and Caroline for the new Summer Socials and to Walda 
Taylor and Shona Burtner and their committees for their extraordinary 
Heritage and Christmas Luncheons this fall and to Nan Tidrick for 
keeping us all up to date with her excellent editions of the" Thistle". 

 As we anticipate the beginning of 2016, the pace increases, with the 
Scottish Games in January,  Frugal Nite in February, the Thistle Ball in 
April and Tartan Day's Kirkin' of the Tartan on April 10. 

While we strongly encourage Caledonians to bring friends to all of our 
events, Frugal Nite remains our special "let your hair down" 
membership evening, and, this spring, we are adding four events, in 
partnership with Selby Library, to which the general public is also being 
invited.  Those are the viewings of four of the "Greatest Estates of 
Scotland" on the third Wednesdays of January, February, March and 
April at 3 pm at the Selby Library - followed by a Q&A led by four of our 
members (check out full spring schedule in this issue). 

We again are offering members the opportunity to advertise in the 
Thistle   (see details in this issue) and are pleased to devote a special 
page to the spring events of the St. Andrew Society as it is no longer 
publishing a newsletter. 

We also extend a warm welcome to our new board member, Robert 
Howard who replaces Caroline David, who served so ably on the board 
for several years. 

See y'all on the 20th at Selby.  Bill 
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THE PARTY IS OVER!  Thank you to everyone who came to the annual 

joint St. Andrew Society and Caledonian Club Christmas Party on Sunday, 

December 6.  We had 93 club members and guests join in the festivities and 

admire the lovely surroundings of Heritage Oaks Golf and Country Club.  

  

Each table participated in a fun Christmas Quiz, we pulled Christmas crackers 

and wore silly paper hats and listened to two very nervous young singers, before 

we all came together to sing some Christmas Carols.  It was a nice way to spend a Sunday 

afternoon and to get into the spirit of the festive season. 

 

The “Crazy Christmas Crew” would like to offer a special thank you to our Raffle Rascal, Ellie 

Stoll for procuring so many wonderful gift certificates for our raffle table.  She always does an 

amazing job.  We raised $787 from the raffle, half of which will go to St. Andrew for their 

Scholarship Fund and half to the Caledonian Club who are donating their portion to the local 

Food Bank.  

 

Of course, we all know that it takes many hard working volunteers to put an event together, so 

we have many people to thank: 

 
 Bob Burtner   Pledge of Allegiance (and his assistant, his wife!) 

 Bobbie Hamilton  Keyboard and song sheets 

 Bob Kradoska   Treasurer  

 Al McIlraith   Official Photographer and always helping whenever he can 

 Phyllis McIlraith  Raffle Sales and Lead Singer  

 Bert Mitchell   Greeter (and for donating the gorgeous orchid for the  

                                                          raffle)                                                      

 Pauline Mitchell  Keeper and transporter of our beautiful tartans (this is no                                             

                small job, as Pauline also sets up and takes down for every  

                                                          event)!                                                                     

 Grant Phimister             MC extraordinaire & transporter of raffle prizes, center  

                                                         pieces, etc. 

 Ron Slorach   Greeter & transporter of raffle prizes, center pieces etc.  

 Dick Thompson              Invocation, announcing the winning raffle ticket numbers  

                         and general all round good sport   

 Bill Wallace                Greeter 

 Anne Wolfe             Designing, mailing invitations, and taking RSVP’s 

 Michael Wolfe             Designing invitations and envelopes  

    

Happy, Healthy New Year.  

 

The Crazy Christmas Crew 

Shona Burtner, Norma Gill, Diane Kemp, Gillian Phimister, Dee Slorach & Anne Wolfe 
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Photos From the Christmas Luncheon 

                   

          George, Louise Spelman, and Barbara Driscoll                  Alice Flint and Janice Iversen 

       

                                 Lionel and Kathy                                                  Bob Johnston and Art Hamilton 

 

Bill Wallace, president, Caledonian Club; Grant Phimister, MC; Sarasota Military Academy Piper; 
Ron Slorach, Greeter; Bert Mitchell, president, St. Andrew Society 
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     Shona, Rose and Bob Antrim           Manning and Edith Edmonds                        Norma Johnston 

Membership News 

The Caledonian Club welcomes new members: Barbara Driscoll and Chuck and Pat Borland.  

 Barbara Driscoll’s 20+ year career with the US Department of Defense's 
National Security Agency provided her with the opportunity to live in 
several European and Latin American countries. She speaks French, 
Spanish and German.  
Barbara was born in New York and her Mother was a Stuart, who traced 
the family back to James II, then further to Mary Queen of Scots. 
After purchasing a home in Sarasota in 2004, she retired here.  Two years 
later on a trip to Switzerland in 2015, she met Kathy Ewing who 

introduced her to the club. Barbara belongs to many local social clubs, including the Sarasota 
Opera Guild and her hobbies are Jigsaw puzzles, crosswords and swimming. She has two 
children and four grandchildren. 

 

 Chuck and Pat Borland were both born in Pennsylvania; Chuck in 
Pittsburgh and Pat in McKeesport. Chuck discovered his ancestral 
village of Boreland, not far from Lockerbie and they visited the 
village on their last trip to Scotland. Ironically they found that the 
name of the taxi driver they hired to take them there was John 
Borland! Pat says that she has adopted her Scottish heritage not 
only through marriage to Chuck but also by reading the entire 

"Outlander" series twice and consuming serious quantities of Bunnahabhain, single malt from 
the northeast coast of the Isle of Islay. 
They like to cruise and travel in their motorhome, then make slideshows of their travels. Pat 
likes reading and yoga and Chuck is a big Steeler fan. 
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The Highland Games are Coming Soon! 

The Sarasota Highland Games will be held on January 30th at the Sarasota Fairgrounds from 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Caledonian tent will be functioning from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
we hope that everyone will stop by and see us. The Parade of Tartans will start by the tent at a 
yet to be announced time (please check at the tent for details) and we would like to have a 
sizable contingent of members to join us for this. 

This year the Caledonian Club is again sponsoring the sheep herding 
demonstrations.  We will enjoy the presentations by Lucy and Stuart 
Craigmalloch. Lucy and Stuart along with their Border Collies, have a small flock 
of Blackface sheep and horned Dorsets in Grant-Vlakaria, Florida. 

Our “raffle queen”, Ellie, has raffle tickets to sell now if you want to buy any in advance.  If so 
please contact Ellie at sigellie19@yahoo.com or 941-351-3937 (home), 941-587-8399 (cell). 

Tickets for the event may be obtained online at http://www.sarasotahighlandgames.com/. 
They may also be purchased at the following area businesses: Scots Corner, The British Corner 
Shop, 4 N Pastry Company, Chop Shop, Davidson’s Drugs, Irene’s Resort Wear, MacAlister’s Grill 
& Tavern, Charles Hager Construction, Inc., and Gastro Pub 32. 

Don’t forget the Ceilidh to be held the evening before the games.  This traditional gathering 
will include music, dancing and food!  It will be on January 29, 2016 in the Potter Building on 
the Sarasota Fairgrounds from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. 

 

30
th

 Anniversary Frugal Nite 

Please note the change in date and location.  Frugal Nite Festivities begin at 5:30 (social time) 
on Monday evening, February 22 at the Southgate Community Center, 3145 Southgate Circle 
in Sarasota, dinner at six with entertainment to follow. 

“Scottish-American Idol”    Is Frugal Nite Theme 

Competition is lining up for the 30th Anniversary Frugal Nite Celebration 
according to Chairman Diane Kemp.  This fun-filled annual “membership” 
evening ushers in a special “sound of music” which may (or may not) be 

pleasant to the ear. 

Broadway (that’s a street in Sarasota) Producers Kevin Maguire and Phyllis McIlraith are 
“auditioning” (that means seeking members who can carry a tune (or only be a note or two flat) 
to compete in this high stakes Scottish-American Idol sing-off.  (Rumor has it the winner will be 
invited to sing next summer at the Military Tattoo at Edinburgh Castle, closing the evening 
accompanied by that famed Scottish piper!) 
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Frugal Nite (yes, that’s spelled correctly – we’re Scots and that’s a 20% saving by eliminating the 
“g”!) is our annual “Let Your Hair Down” membership evening, so sign up to sing, bring a friend 
and let your auburn-speckled hair down(or that of it remaining) and jump into the competition.  

The songs and accompaniment will be provided and we’ve enlisted judges who are hard of 
hearing, so worry not.  Enter the competition by contacting either Kevin (966-3072 - 
kmcguire99@hotmail.com or Phyllis 371-6890 - phyllmac@verizon.net  for details. 

Others assisting Diane’s Frugal Nite committee include Robert Howard, Paul and Caryn Johnson, 
Eileen and Tom O’Neill and Jean Walker. 

Please Save the Date for our 30
th

 Annual THISTLE BALL 

Mary Ellen McMahon and Frank MacIntire will chair the Caledonian Club’s 
30th Anniversary Thistle Ball, to be held April 2, 2016 at the Venice Golf and 
River Club. 
Their plans for our annual dinner-dance will place the spotlight on several 
special activities (tantalizers to come). 

Assisting Mary Ellen and Frank currently will be Shona Burtner, Caroline David, Bobbie 
Hamilton, Eileen O’Neill, Pat Borland, Sioux Hurley, Diane Kemp, Ellie Stoll, and Walda Taylor 
(plus all their accompanying spouses – when needed). 

 

        DO YOU REMEMBER ….   

 . . . that the game which now features "March Madness" - 
basketball - was invented by a Scot, James Naismith (1861-1939), 
and first played in 1891 in Massachusetts? At Springfield, 
Massachusetts YMCA, Naismith struggled with a rowdy class which 
was confined to indoor games throughout the harsh New England 
winter and thus everyone was perpetually short-tempered. Under 
orders from Dr. Luther Gulick, head of the Springfield YMCA 

Physical Education program, Naismith was given 14 days to create an indoor game that would 
provide an "athletic distraction": Gulick demanded that it would not take up much room, could 
help its track athletes to keep in shape, and explicitly emphasized to "make it fair for all players 
and not too rough."  

In 1898 Naismith moved to the University of Kansas to become its first basketball coach.  An 
audio recording was recently discovered containing Naismith's draft of his first 13 rules - 
created because he saw too much "roughhousing" between the players . . . 
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Caledonian Club members now have the opportunity to place your Business 

Card in the bi-monthly Thistle Newsletter. 

The cost is only $25.00 per year for six issues! 

The following DISCLAIMER will appear on the Business Card page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are interested in placing your Business 
Card in the Thistle Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

New Feature Added to the Thistle Newsletter 

Members’ “Business Card” 

Advertisement 

 Your privacy is respected as a Caledonian Club of Florida (CCFW) member 

 

 Business card advertisements is open to current CCFW members only 

 

 CCFW does not distribute, sell, or provide the membership list to anyone within or 

outside the organization for personal and/or professional profit 

 

 CCFW does not endorse the product and/or services included in the Thistle 

Newsletter and is not legally responsible for any claims, errors, or omissions by the 

person and/or company 

Bill Wallace 

4683 Willow Wood Circle, 
Sarasota, Florida 

941-378-0085, 941-928-0873 

walljb@comcast.net 
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Caledonian Club Winter and Spring 
Event Calendar 

On January 20, 2016    The first of our “Great Castles of Scotland“ film series 
will be shown at Selby Library at 3:00 p.m. In this episode we will be showing 
“Inveraray Castle”. For over 500 years Inveraray Castle has been the 
chieftain’s home for the Campbell Clan.   

On January 30, 2016     The Annual Sarasota Highland Games will be held at 
the Sarasota County Fairgrounds from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Be sure and 
stop by our tent and don’t forget the parade.   

On February 17, 2016   The second film in our “Great Castles of Scotland” 
series will be shown at Selby Library.  Again it will be at 3:00 p.m.  The 
subject for this film is Dumfries House.    
  
On February 22, 2016     Our 30th Anniversary Frugal Nite will be held at the 
Southgate Community Center, 3145 Southgate Circle in Sarasota, dinner at 
six and entertainment to follow. This is a fun gathering for prospective 
members.   

On March 16, 2016    The third film in our “Great Castles of Scotland “series 
will be shown at Selby Library at 3:00 p.m.  The subject of this film is 
Kincardine Castle.   

 On April 2, 2016    Our 30th Anniversary Thistle Ball will be held at the Venice 
Golf and River Club. 

On April 10, 2016   The Annual “Kirkin” of the Tartans” will be held at the 
Pine Shores Presbyterian Church in Sarasota. We will be joined by the St. 
Andrews Society and will celebrate together.   

On April 20, 2016   Our last film in the film series “The Great Castles of 
Scotland” will be presented at the Selby Library at 3:00 p.m.  The film will 
feature Rosslyn Chapel and uncovers the myths, legends of mysterious 
Rosslyn Chapel 

On May 7, 2016   Our Annual General Meeting will be held at Stonybrook 
Country Club.   
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SPECIAL CHAIRPERSONS 

Ambassadors:  Bill Wallace, Robert 
Howard and Pauline Mitchell 

Custodian of the Tartans:  Pauline 
Mitchell 

Membership:  Sioux Faragher-Hurley 

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster:  Nancy 
Tidrick 

Sunshine Secretary:  Jean Wallace 

Book Acquisitions:  Dr. Richard Baise 

BOOK ACQUISITIONS 

COMMITTEE 

Chairperson:  Dr. 
Richard Baise 

Committee Members:  
Jean Wallace, Dr. 

Edward Hamilton, and 
Joanne Anastasia 

 

NAME BADGES 

Name Badges are available to our members. They are attractively 
designed, purple in color and logo in white.  They are made by an 

engraving company in Sarasota.  If you would like to order a 
name badge, please send payment of $10.00 to our Treasurer, Bob 

Kradoska, 8216 Simpson Falls Court, Sarasota, Florida 34243  

Please specify pin or magnet. 

 

CALEDONIAN 

FOUNDATION 

MEMBERS 

President:  Pauline 
Mitchell 

Secretary/Treasurer:  
David Laws 

Trustees:  Bill Wallace, 
Dr. Richard Baise, Dr. 
Edward Hamilton, John 
Mitchell, James Ainsley, 
and Doug Schuler 

Ex-officio Member:  
Allan McIlraith 
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Report from the President of St. Andrews Society  

On behalf of the Board and members of the St. Andrews Society of Sarasota, I 
would like to thank the Board and members of the Caledonian Club of Florida 
West for their inclusion of information in their newsletter “The Thistle” on 
Scottish activities in Sarasota and those of particular interest to members of the 
St. Andrews Society.  In this issue of Thistle, we will offer the President’s 

message, and the Chaplain’s Corner.  Also don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Kirkin’ O’ 
The Tartans that is being planned for April 10 at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church. 

The November 7th Tartan Luncheon held at the Stoneybrook Golf and Country Club was a 
successful fund raising event.  Individual donors provide the money for the scholarships.  The 
operating costs of the 501 C3 scholarship fund are kept low allowing 95 percent of the money 
to go for scholarships.  In the past, the St. Andrew Society has held either an annual Ball or a 
Luncheon to promote donations.  This year, a quilt of Tartans was the main visual feature with 
the $25 raffle tickets selling well.   

Several women coordinated and promoted the quilt.  Ann Thompson put the quilt together and 
we are deeply appreciative of her efforts.  The raffle tickets are available from Bert Mitchell or 
you may purchase one or several at the Burns Supper.  The drawing of the winning ticket will 
take place at the Burns Supper on 23 January 2016 at Laurel Oak Country Club and the winner 
need not be present to claim the quilt.  To purchase tickets for the Burns Supper, contact Carl 
Morris 941 355 3028.  The deadline for the purchase of the Burns Supper tickets is January 15th 
2016. 

Beginning with one $500 scholarship in 1990, St. Andrews Society has issued 94 and 2 small 
grants for a total value of $107,000 over the 26 year period.  College-bound high school seniors 
from Sarasota, Sarasota and Manatee Counties and Lemon Bay High School who have a Scottish 
heritage or a demonstrated interest in Scottish culture may compete for a scholarship.  
Recently, five $1500 scholarships have been awarded each year. The Scholarship Committee is 
pleased to welcome Caledonian Ellie Stoll as a member to the scholarship evaluation panel. 

Thank you again, Caledonian Club of Florida West, for the generosity in sharing space in “The 
Thistle”. 

 

ST. ANDREWS SOCIETY NEWS 
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Share an Immortal Memory, 

at the 257
th

 Birthday Celebration of 

ROBERT BURNS 

 

 

President Dr. and Mrs. Bert Mitchell, the Board of The Saint Andrew Society of Sarasota, and 

the Burns Club of St. Andrew cordially invite you to the 257th Birthday celebration of 

Scotland's cherished bard, “Rabbie” Burns. 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
th

, 2016 

at the 

LAUREL OAK COUNTRY CLUB* 

2700 Gary Player Blvd. 

Sarasota, Florida 34240 

*On Bee Ridge Road 1.7 miles East of I-75 Exit 207 

 

Cocktails (Scotch Tasting & Cash Bar): 5:00-5:50 PM    

Seating: 5:50 PM; Haggis Ceremony: 6:00 PM 

Address & Toast to a Haggis: Andrew Gardner 

Immortal Memory of & Toast to Robert Burns: John Canning 

Entertainment: J.J. Smith Scottish Singer, Ceilidh Dancing - Scottish Country Dancers, 

Bag Pipers  

 

Cost: $60 per person      Choice of: Salmon or Beef 

Dress: Tartan/Smart Business Attire 

Questions/Concerns: Capt. Carl A. Morris USN (ret) (941) 355-3028 morrisc1a1@verizon.net 

Registration Deadline: January 15, 2016 
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Musing With the Chaplain 

I have been having a ball searching for Scottish prayers and poems to 
share with you, not that you expect the Club Chaplain to really impact 
your spiritual life.  But hey!  It is the only job I have these days and I 
pretend the pay is good.   I am using the opportunity to learn more 
about the literary contributions of the Scots beyond those of Bobbie 
Burns. 

Today we briefly encounter William McConagall who died in 1902 shortly after eulogizing 
Queen Victoria with a poem considered one of his gems.  In life he was a street entertainer, a 
self-styled Shakespearean actor, and by self-appointment, the poet laureate of Dundee.  He 
once walked 50 miles to Balmoral to act and recite for the Queen in hopes of being named the 
official poet of the realm, (rather than Lord Tennyson who actually held the post)!  Alas. he 
couldn’t get past the guard. 

He was a weaver by trade and amused his fellow workers by reciting his fractured verse and 
offering long passages of Hamlet or Macbeth from memory. They in turn honored him by 
collecting a pound to bribe a theatre owner into giving him the role of Macbeth for a fortnight.  
Alas, the appointment was cut short when in the fight scene he decided that the King should 
defeat McDuff rather than be killed himself. The actor playing McDuff nearly had a heart attack 
trying to stay with the script.  The audience, however, roared, when he collapsed, because for 
once they saw a famous play with a new ending!  They hoisted Billy upon their shoulders and 
paraded around the town to wild cheers from the crowd! 

It was the first triumph of his life and made him a well-known name as a comic entertainer.  We 
will look at his verse when we come again. 

Let us pray:  Lord, we thank you for the skills we possess, feeble as some may be.  Help us to 
use all of them for the benefit of others even if it only to bring a smile to their faces.  Amen 

God bless! 
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